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tection that one tenth will have when you with- 
draw all external power from them, and 
them to themselves ? 


cave 
What chances 
have with the nine tenths opposed to them? 

Mr. COWAN. Thatis the very question that 
we must now meet. It is the ‘question now 
whether we will maintain State governments there 


Wilk they 


in connection with the Union or whether we will 
treat these people as a conquered people, as con- 
quere d provinces; whether we will assume the 
task of governing them entirely or whether we 
will do that which the President is endeavoring 
todo now. Iam very free to say that | am in 
favor of his plan; I very much prefer it; and | 


have no doubt that the one tenth of the people of 


a State organized with the reins of State govern- 
mentin their hands, the means of enforcing its 
authority, aided by the General Government, will 
finally brine bac k all these States to obedience, 
allegiance. I have no doubt about it. But re- 
: 

the States who are endeavoring to bring them 
back, drive them away into rebellion, what then? 
If you have not the one tenth, you have noth- 
ing. Ifyou have not these people who are your 
friends in Louisiana and Arkansas and the other 
States, whom have you? Are youdetermined to 
drivethem all into utter and inextinguishable re- 
bellion, or are you willing that the repentant, as 
well as those who have always been loyal, shall 
come back and endeavor to establish themselves 
in such form that the Union may be restored? 
To state the question, in my judgment, is to an- 
swer it. 

[tis said that the tenth of the people do not 
represent the whole people, They may not rep- 
resent the whole people, loyal and disloyal, but 
they represent the loyal people, and it is the 
loyal people of these States for whom we have 

st Is there a Sen- 
ator on this floor who would have embarked on 
this war if It were not to rescue the loyal people 
of these State 


made this tremendous strugele. 


from the usurpation which op- 
pressed them? Ce rlainly not. Whatright should 
we have had to do so? If the whole of this 
people had gone away into secession, what right 
should we have had to restrain and control them ? 

We began with the belief that this was a con- 

iracy on the part of a few to lead away the 
masses, and that the masses, so far as they had 
anopportunity ofexpressing their pref rencesand 
giving their opinions by their votes, were loyal, 
and it was a contrivance and conspiracy that led 
them away into rebellion; and now, when that is 
broken up, when they are willing to come back, I 
am willing to receive them as they come, and | 
am not disposed to cavil upon the ninth part of 
a hairas to whether they constitute a majority or 
not. Itis enough for me to know that they are 
loyal people, and that they desire the restoration 
of the Union; they desire to be reunited to the 
reat body-politic as members, part and parcel of 
it, and if they represent the loyal people, it is 
enough, 

Mr. SHERMAN. Iam afraid we shall not 
get through with this matter to-night, and there 
are two bills which | am anxious to have taken 
up and acted on, and [ therefore ask the indul- 
gence of the Senate to allow the bill fixing the 
duty on printing paper and the legislative, exec- 
utive, and judicial appropriation bill to be now 
taken up and made the special order for to-mor- 
row at one o’clock. 

Mr. WILSON. Let us vote on this question. 
Mr. SHERMAN. My impression is that this 
going to lead to a general debate, and I do not 
think it ought to stand in the way of ordinary 
legislative business. 1am willing to have it go 
overand occupy the morning hour to-morrow, 
but I want an arrangement made by which the 
bills that I have referred to may be considered. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I cannot consent to the 
proposition of the Senator from Ohio that this 
resolution shall go over and occupy the morning 
hour to-morrow. Every person who has spoken 
on the subject regards it as necessary that we 
should do. something to settle this question. I 


o6 


ao 


18 


pulse this one tenth, repulse the loyal people of 


will state to the Senate that a committee has beer 
ippointed to devise thie mode of canva me the 
votes for President and Vice President on Wed- 


nesday next, the time fixed by law fort t can- 


vass, Ph il committee can ot act very Wwe ll w 
this proposition is pending; and if they do act 
they will have to report some way to canvass the 
votes, and then this difficulty will be upon us 
again. We ought to settle it, and we ought to 
settle itnow. Itis important that we should set- 
tle itat once. We have but a few days to make 
the necessary reports and get them adopt d, to 


canvass the vote in the usual way; and if we can- 
not sit the resolution out to-mieht, which | should 


prefer, I shall insist, so far as | am concerned—of 


course the Senate will control it—that we go on 
with it to-morrow to the exclusion of all other 
business until we dispose of it. Ll think no other 
business should interfere with this question, 
Mr. SHERMAN. I certainly have not taken 
any time in the discussion of this matter. Thad 
hoped it might be voted on to-day, but it has oe- 
cupied two days, and from our recent experience 
on aresolution on the passage of which not 


| even 
the yeas and nays were called for, but which 
was debated here for ten days, my impr ion is 
that this resolution will b pending on ne xt Wed- 
nesday, when we are ready to form in procession 


to march tothe Louse of Representatives to count 
this vote, 
Mr. JOUMNSON. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 


Hardly. 
It looks very much like it; 


| and therefore I think we had better proceed with 


other business. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


Ohio asks the unanimous consent of the Senate 


to proces d to the consideration of the bill named 
by him for the purpose of making it a special 
order. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 


made, the bill cannot i 
Mr. SHERMAN. 


this time to postpone a 


mw be ta 

. \ 

Can | make a motion 

pose of proceeding to the consideration of tha 
t 

It I can, | make that motion. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


The Senator from 


Ohio moves Lo postpone the further consideration 
of the pending bill for the purpose of proceedi: 
to the consideration of the point resoiation reiat- 


| appears to me that his own 


ing to the duty on paper, and that is the question 
now before the Senate ; 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope the Senate will not 
agree to that motion, 


Mr. CONNESS. I feel a great interest 


settlement of the question now propo ed to 
called up by the honorable Senator from Olu 
the chairman of the Committee on Finance, but) 


9 t 
uggestion in regard 
to this measure Is the greatest reason why we 


t 


should continue and resolve to come to a vote 


upon It. It is certai y &® question of no second- 
ary Importance, but on the contrary a question 
of the first consequence, and | cannot vote as | 
usually do with the 


measures from the Com 


honorable Senator tot ike up 
mittee on Iinar ‘e., : 

desire, with the leave of the Senate, forarcason 
that will be apparent, to ask leave to be excused 
before I take my seat from serving further upon 
the select committee on slavery and freedmen. 
There are other Senators that have arrived here 
who have nota pl ice on committees, and I do it 
vith that view. I hope the place will be filled by 
motion from some Senators. lask to be excused 
from serving on that committee. 

The VICE PRESIDEN . Is the re any ob- 
jection to receiving that motion? ‘The Chair hears 
none, 

The motion to excuse the Senator from:Cali- 
fornia was agreed to, 

Mr. SUMNER. I move that the Chair be au- 
thorized to fill the vacancy. 

The motion was agreed to by unanimous con- 


| sent, and the Vice President appointed Mr. Nreto 


! 


fill the vacancy on the committee on slavery and 
freedmen; he also appointed Mr. Stewart to fill 
the vacancy on the Committee on Public Lands 


occasioned by the absence of Mr. Hlarpine, who 
In consequence of the state of bis health bas re- 
ceived leave of absence for the residue of the ses- 


8iot 
Mr. FARWELL. I suggest to the Senate that 
a recess for one hour be taken. [** Oh, no!’ 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question be- 
fore the Senate is on postponing the pending joint 
resolution for the purpose of proceeding to the 
consideration of the bill relative to the duty on 


paper, 

Mr. SHERMAN. I simply want to promote 
the business of the Senate; and as [ see some of 
the members of the Committee on Finance will 
not vote to take up the bill [ referred to, | with- 
draw the motion tn the hope that by to-morrow 
at one o’clock we may get a vote on this ques- 
tion. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. I desire to make a 
motion, and preliminary to that to state ina very 
few words my position. I am opposed to any 
legislation whatever upon this subjectat this time, 
‘The rightof the people of a State to vote for Pres- 
ident is a constitutional right, and cannot be re- 
stricted or modified by any joint resolution of 
The right to count the vote in joint 
convention ts : 


Conger 


devolved on that joint convention, 
and not upon this Congress. | do not believe that 
Congress has the constitutional power to say in 

what States shall be eounted and what 
not. L will trust the convention when the certifi- 


advance 


cutes are presente d of the votes from the several 
Siates. Ido not believe we have the power here 
as an act of legislation to control the counting of 
the votes in jomt convention. I therefore move 
the indefinite postponement of the resolution and 
pending amendments, 

Mr. HENDERSON, 
adjourn, 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Ifthe Senator will with- 


draw his motion and let us ta 


I move that the Senate 


ke a vote on the in- 
de finite postponement of the question we may 
settie at. 
Vir. HENDERSON. Iam perfectly well sat- 
fied we cannot get through with this quesuion 


Cire olht 


‘There are several Senators who desire 
10 in. 
Mr. CONNESS. Let us try. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. “The question is on 


adjournment, and itis nota matter of debate. 


Mr. HENDERSON, LI insist on my motion 


' 
t« 


Mr. TRUMBULL ealled forthe yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted— 


yeas 15, navs 21; as follows: 

YE AS—Messrs. Anthony. Collamer, Cowan, Dixon, 
D | Farwell, Larian, Harris, Henderson, Howard, 
ll Powe Spragu Sumner, and Wilkinson bo, 

VNAYS—M rs. BDuckalew, Clark, Conness, Davis, Fos 
ter, | Johnson, Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, Mor- 
’ Morrill, Nesmith, Nye, Sherman, Stewart, Teu Eyek, 
Prumbull, Van Winkle, Wade, Willey, and Wilsou—21. 

ABSENT —Messt Brown, Carlile, Chandler, Poot, 
Grimes, Harding, Hendrieks, Uke kx, McDougall, Pomeroy, 
Ramsey, Richardsou, Riddle, Saulsbury, and Wright—15, 


te refused to adjourn. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
is on the motion of the Senator from ludiana to 
postpone the joint resolution indefinitely, 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana, called for the yeas and 
nays, al d thre y were ordered. 

The Secret t y proceeded to eall the roll. 

Mr. HARLAN (when Mr. Grimes’s name was 
ca led) said: As this is in the nature of a test 
vote, Lam authorized to state that my colleague 
is paired with the Senator from Kansas, Mr. 
Pomeroy, and that if my colleague were here he 
would vote for a resolution similar to the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas, (when Mr. Pome- 
ROY’s name was called,) said: My colleague 1s 
ng been p ured off with Mr. GRIMES. 

The result was announced—yeas 1], nays 26; 
as follows: 


absent, hav 





Y EAS~—Messrs. Cowan, Doolittle, Farwell, Harlan, Har- 
ris, Howe, Lane of Indiana, Nesmith, Ten Eyck, Van 
Winkle, and Willey—Il. 


NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Buckalew, Clark, Collamer, 


i, Couness, Davis, Dixon, Foster, Hale, Henderson, Howard, 
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Jonson, Lane of Kansas, Morgan, Morrill, Nve, Powell, 
Sherman, Sprague, Stewart, Sumner, Trumbull, Wade, 
Wilkinsou, Wilson and Wright —26 

ABSENT -- Messrs. Brown, Carlile, Chandler, Foot, 
Grimes, Ularding, Hendricks, Hicks, MeDougall, Pomeroy, 
Rameey, Richard<on, Riddte, and Saulsbury—14. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. WILKINSON. 
adjourn, 

‘The motion was agreed to, there being, on 
a division—ayes 20, noes 16; and the Senate 
adjourned, 


l move that the Senate 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 2, 1865. 
The House met at twelveo’clock, m, 
by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Ciannine. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 


Prayer 


ORDEK OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. LAW. Mr. Speake: 

Mr. WASH BURNE, of Ulinois,. 
regular order of business, 

Mr. HOLMAN lirust that the gentleman 
from Hiinow will yield to ine that | may lave a 
bill referred. 

The SPEAKER. The res a order is the 
consideration of the bili (HL. R. No. 322) for the 
construction of the terse ship-canal. ‘he gen- 
tleeman from Illinois [Mr. AnnoLtp] moved last 
evening an amendment, which the Clerk was 
about to report when the House adjourned, 

Mr. SVEVENS, I desire to ask unanimous 
consent that a bill may be postponed, 

Tie SPEAKER. 
the gentleman from Ulinvis withdraws the call 
for the rewular order, 

Mr. BROWN, et Wisconsin. 


tion of order, 





I call for the 


That cannot be done unless 


I rise toa ques- 
When the Llinois ship-eanal bill 
was before the TLouse at the last session, il was 
postponed ton day certain, which was the same 
day to which the Niagara ship-canal bill was 
postponed, so that one was immediately to follow 
the other. When the Niagara ship-eanal bill 
came up it was further postponed. I listened 
most attentively and heard no order made with 
regard to thes ball. DP therefore tosist that itis not 
now entitled to toke precedence of other business. 

The SPEAK iR. ‘The eentleman from Indi- 
aha, last ¢ venting, und the venthe man from Wis- 
cousin, this morntog, have raised a question of 
fact wih the Chat in reference to the business, 
and the Chair will have the Journal of last Mon- 
dav rend, 

The Cleck read, as follows: 

“On motion of Mr. STEVENS, 

* Ordered, That the consideration of the bills of this 
House No, 126 and 322, heretofore made a especial order 
for this day and trom day to day until disposed of, be post 
poned until Wednesday next, the Ist day of February, 
umediately atter the Journal is read.” 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will now ask the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Srevens,] 
ko that the question may be settled, whether he 
did or not move to postpone the special order. 

Mr. STEVENS. 1 did move to postpone both 
special orders, 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. Idid not know 
that the attention of the House had been called to 
the matter before. [| was not presentat the time, 
1 listened to the motion but I did not understand 
that this was included, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The gentle- 
man from Indiana desires me to withdraw my 
call for the regular order of business, and the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania also wants it with- 
drawn. | withdraw it for both gentlemen, 

Mr. HOLMAN. I also want to present a 
matter, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


draw it for the gentleman, 


SURVIVING REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS, 

Mr. LAW. Mr. Speaker, Lask the unanimous 
consent of the House to report from the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions a bill in favor 
of the surviving revolutionary soldiers. 

Mr. STEVENS. I did not understand that 
the gentleman from Illinois yielded for any such 
purpose, 

Mr. LAW. When I state the object ofthe 
proposition Lam sure that the House will adopt 
it unanimously, as it is reported unanimously 
from the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. Speaker, it will be recollected that at the | 
last session of Congress we adopted a measure | 


I will with- 


THE CO 





| that the payment of $300 be in gold. 





riving tothesurvivors of ‘tee ré wolationaty Army 
a donation each of $100 in addition to what they 
had before, Since then, out of those twe lve gal- 
lantand patriotic men, seven have gone to their 
long homes. We have then only five survivors 
of the army of Washington during the revolu- 
tionary war. Incons que nee of the payments be- 
ing made on the Ist of January and Ist of July, 
five out of the seven who have died have ouly re- 
ceived fifty dollars. They have gone to their 
graves before they had received $100. 

Lask that the bill 1 now report be put on its 
passage, and I will say, in reference to it, that its 
effect will be notonly greatuponthe Army where 
each individual mentioned in this bill has grand- 
children and great-grandchildren, not only in the 
Army of the United States, but throughout the 
country. 

1 have in my hand a book from which I will 
read a short passage, to show you the patriotism 
of these men. Every man here ought to havea 
copy of the book, which ts called **‘The Last Men 
of the Revolution.’’ Lt ought tg be in the hands 


of every member of Congress and every friend of 


the Union. IT will read a few lines in reference 
to one of these survivors: 

“His mind is still vigorous, though his body is feeble. 
His memory is good, retaining dates especially, so that he 
is the referee in the family in @iatters of history. He is 
deeply interested inthe present confliet, his whole soul be- 
ing enlisted in the cause of his country. Speaking ot Gen- 


| eral Grant and bis prospeets of suecess in his campaign 


agninst Richmond, he concluded by saying, Well, LE know 
two old folks up bere in Maine who are praying for him.’ 
He has lost four or five grandchildreu mm the war.” 

Now, sir, this bill proposes to give the SUIVIV- 
ing soldiers of the Revolution—these five, and 
some of them may not now be living—the small 
gratuity of $300 a year during their natural lives. 
It is tomake their pathway in life, which must 
now be short, as pleasant as possible; and it is 
not more thana just tribute on the part of the Con- 
vress of the United States. We give them this 
small gratuity for the tntelligence and bravery « m- 
ployed by them in bringing about our independ- 
ence, 

I send the bill to the Clerk’s desk to be read, 

‘The bill, which was read, directs that there 


| shall be paid to each of the surviving soldiers of 


the Revolution, five in number, whose names are 
on the pension rolls, $300 as a gratuity, in addi- 
tion to the penston now paid them, 

No objection being madg, the bill was reported, 
read a firstand second time by its title, and or- 
dered to be engrossed and read the third time. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. 1 wish to 


| suggestan amendment, which [ think will meet 


the approbation of the Liouse. 

Mr. LAW. What is it? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. I suggest 
It will be 
more grateful to the old soldiers, reminding them 
of former times. 


Mr. LAW. 


I think we had better pass the 
bill as its. 


I demand the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof the bill, being engrossed, was 
read the third time, and passed unanimously. 


bill was passed be reconsidered; and also moved 
that the notion to reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


LAND-GRANT RAILROADS. 


Mr. HOLMAN, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a jointresolution in relation to certain rail- 
roads; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Lask that the resolution may 
be printed. 

Mr. ANCONA. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
make that motion. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution having been 
read and referred, that motion is in order. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CABINET MINISTERS IN CONGRESS. 


Mr. STEVENS. lask unanimousconsent that 
the bill introduced by the gentleman from Ohio 
{[Mr. Penpieton] in reference to Cabinet minis- 
ters having seats on the floor of the two Houses, 
and which was made a special order for to-mor- 
row, may be postpnnet for one week. 


Mr. PENDLE 


I object. 
1 hope it will be printed. I 


NGRES SION AL GLOBE. 
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dontubdide of the Committee of W ays and 
Means Tf will not object to that arrangement. | 
am not disposed to thrust that matter in the way 
of the important business of that committee 

No obj: ction being made, the consideration of 
the bill was postponed for one week from to-mor- 
row. 

GUNBOAT FOR LIBERIA. 

On motion of Mr. COX, and by unanimous 
consent, Senate bill No. 356, authorizing the Pres- 
ident of the United States to transfer a gunboat 
to the Governmentof the republic of Liberia, was 
taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

PAY OF CERTAIN OFFICERS OF THE ARMY. 

On motion of Mr. WILSON, and by unani- 
mous consent, the bill of the Hlouse (H.R. No. 
583) to amend the twenty-first section of the act 
entidled An act to define the pay and emolument 
of certain officers of the Army, and for othe: pars 
poses,’ approved July 17, 1862, together with the 
amendments of the Senate thereto, was taken 
from the Speaker’s table, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


APPRAISEMENT OF IMPORTED MERCHANDISE, 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, by unani- 


mous consent, introduced a bill to amend the acts 
relating to officers employed in the examination 
and appraisement of imported merchandise in the 
district of New York; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and, with the accompanying papers, or- 
dered to be printed, 


NATIONAL ACADEMY PAPERS. 
Mr. PATTERSON, by unanimous eae in- 


troduced a joint resolution authorizing the Na- 
tional Academy to publish certain papers; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Printing. 


REPORT ON WASHINGTON AQUEDUCT. 
Mr. A. W. CLARK, by unanimous consent, 


introduced the following resolution; which was 
referred, under the rules, to the Committee on 
Printing: 

Resolved, That five hundred copies of the cammunication 
frou the Secretary of the Luterior, inclosing a supplemental 
report from the chief engineer of the Washington aque 
duet, be printed, togetber with said report, for the use of 
the aqueduct depurturent, 

“MINERAL LANDS. 


Mr. JULIAN, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee on Public Lands, introduce d a bill 
to provide for the subdivision of the gold and sil- 
ver lands of the United States, and others con- 
taining valuable rainerals, for the coluing of the 
products of such lands, and for other purposes; 
which was read a first and second time, ordered 


| to be printed, and recommitted to the Commitiee 





on Public Lands. 
CLAIMS OF LOYAL CITIZENS 
Mr. YEAMAN 


, by unanimous consent, a 


| duceda billcone erning the claims of loyal ettizen 
| of loyal States, and for other purposes; which was 
Mr. LAW moved that the vote by which the || 


read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


ARREARAGES OF PAY AND BOUNTY. 


Mr. ANCONA, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill amendatory of the acts providing for 
the payment of arrearages of pay and bounty due 
heirs of deceased soldiers; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on the Militia. 


LAND CLAIMS——WISCONSIN. 
Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin, 


by unanimous 


| consent, introduced a bill to quiet the titles to cer- 
| tain public lands granted to the State of Wiscon- 


sin to aid in the construction of certain railroads; 


| which was read a first and second time, and 


ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
CAROLINE L. WRIGHT. 
Mr. TRACY, by unanimous consent, intro- 


| duced a bill for the relief of Caroline L. Wright; 
| which was read a first and second time, and re- 


| ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 


FREEDMEN 3 BUREAU. 
Mr. ELIOT, from the committee of conference 


‘ON. If that will subserve the || on the disagreeing votes of the two Haquses upon 
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the Senate amendments to the bill of the House 
(No. a Bureau of Freedmen’s Af- 


51) to create 


fairs, made a report; which was read. 

[he report was as follow 

1 } tte fer ' disag bie ‘ 
wo Houses on the bill (H.R. No. 51) entitled *An 
7 pa Bu 1 bret s Attairs having 
in r tull 1 \ wt i to re n 
mend to their respective Houses as follow 


dment to the 


agree to the lollowing as a 


Phat the Senate reced from their amen 
said bill, and the Committee 


subs Lilule 


An Act to establish a Department of Freedmen and Aban 
doved Lauds. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That 
there is hereby established at the seat of Government of 
the United States, a Department of Preedmen and Aban 
doved Lauds, whose object shall be the good of the tree d 
menand the administration of lands aud other property 
falling to the national Government in the rebel States not 
heretofore appropriated to other uses. And this depart 
ment shall be under the care of a Commissioner, who stall 
be appointed by the President, and by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, with an annual salary of $4,000. 

Sec. 2. dnd be it further e ted, That the Cr 
sioner of Freedmen aud Abandoned Lands 
chiet clerk, with an annual salary of § 
also as disburst 


ilithiis 
shall appoint a 
U0 ,Who shall act 
ng officer, and who in all eases during the 








necessary absence of the Comunissioner, or when the prin 
cipal office shall become vacant, shall perform the duties 
Oi Coiinissionuers, and aise initniber of clerks, notex 
And the 
Cominissioner aud all persons appointed under this act 
shall, before entering upon their duties, take the oath of 
otlice preseribed in the act entiled ** An act to prescribe 
an oath of otlice, and for other purposes,’ approved July 
%. 1802. And the Commissioner and the chiet clerk shall, 
before entering upon their duties, give bonds to the Treas 
urer of the United States, the tormer in the sum of S100 000 
and the latter in the sum of S10,000, conditioned tor the 
fuithiul discharge of their duties respectively, with sureties 
to be approved as sufficient by the Attorney General, which 
bonds shall be filed in the office of the First Comptroller 
of the Treasury, to be by him putin suit tor the benefit of 
any injured party upon any breach of the conditions thereot, 

sec. 3. edad beu d, That tue Commissioner 
shall, under the direction of the President, create dis 
tricts of freedmen and abandoned lands within the rebel 

t 





ceeding two ot each class, as shall be necessary. 


further enacte 


States, not to exceed two iu each State, so taras the same 
may be brought uuder the military power of the United 


ites; and each district shall be under the supervision of 
anuassistant commissioner, Withan annual salary of 82,500, 
under bond as required forthe chief clerk, to be appointed 
by the President of the United States, with the advice and 
« enol the Senate, and with authority to appoint local 
superintendents and clerks ,so taras 


the same may be need 
ed, not, however, 


more than Your in each district, each of 
Whom shall have an annual compensation not exceeding 

sec. 4. And be it further ¢ ted, That the Commis 
neral superintendence of all treed 
men throughout the several districts, and he shall wateh 
over the execution of all laws, proclamations, and mili 
tary orders Of emancipation, or in any way concerning 
freedmen; and he shall establish regulations from time to 
time, and cause the same to be entoreed for their needtul 
and judicious tr ATT, protecting them in the enjoyment 
of their rights, promoting their weitare, and securing to 
them and their posterity the blessings ofliberty. And every 
such freediman shall be treated in all respects as afreeman, 
with all proper remedies in courts of justice, and no power 
or control shall be exercised with regard to him except in 
coniormity with law, 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the assistant com- 
missioners, under the direction of the Commissioner and 
Within their respective districts, shall take possession of all 
abandoned real estate belonging to disloyal persons, and all 
realestate to which the United States have tile, or of which 
the United States have possession, and not already appro 
priated to Government uses, and all property found on and 
belonging to such estate, and shall rent or Jease such real 
estate or any portions thereof to freedmen, or permit the 
saine to be cultivated, used, or occupied by them on such 
terms and under such regulations as the assistant commis 
sioner and such freedmen may agree ; and if the lands with 
the property aforesaid shall not be required tor the freed 
men, then they shall rent or lease the same to other persous 
on such terms and under such regulations as shidl be mu 
tually agreed upon, and no treedman shall be employed on 
any estate above mentioned otherwise 


sioner shall have the ge 





than accord 
voluntary contract reduced to writing and certified by the 
assistant commissioner or local superintendent: Provided, 
That no lease, permission to occupy, or Contract, shall be 
for a longer pernod than one year, and all papers require d 
or authorized by this act shall remain valid and etlectual 
although no revenue stamp is attached thereto. But noth 
ing herein contained shall be construed to prevent the due 
execution of t 
above named issued in due course of law trom any court 
of competent jurisdiction; but the possession of such real 
estate or property by any purchaser thereof at a judicial 
sale shall be postponed until the termination of any out 
standing contract duly made and executed under the pro- 
Visions of this act. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the assistant com 
missioners and local superintendents shall, as advisory 
guardians, aid the treedmen in the adjustment of their 
Wages, or in the application of their labor; that they shall 
take care that the freedmen do not suffer from ill-treatment 
or any failure of contract on the part of others; that they 
shall do what they can as arbitrators to reconcile and settle 
any differences in which freedmen may be involved with 
each other or with other persous ; and, in case such dif- 
ferences are carried before any tribunal, civil or military, 
they shall appear as next friends of the freemen, so far as 
to see that the case is fairly stated and heard. 


ing to 





process against the real estate or property 
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such proceedings there shall be no disability or exclusion 


on account of color, 

' ! i 
made by th pery t l ) 
partinent, under the i oft ie ) ; 
hundred and thirty ort me t ‘ War \ i¢ 
tober Y, LOoo, ald tha thie 
Preasury Depart t iN 
by assistant ¢ i i 7 ul cc" S 
shall not continue be ithe p l we oyeur from its 
date; and thimediatels 1 th WALA ' wmv dis 
trict of freedineu and abandoned lands such agents shal 
cease to execute their mctions within such district, aud 
shall deliver over to the assistant Commissioner thereof all 


property and papers held by them as agents. But all ex 
peuses necessarily incurred by such agents in any district 
prior to its organization u 


by the Secretary of the ‘Treas 


er this act, shall be detrayved 


utota 


nv moneys in his 





bands arising from the leases made by such agents 

Sec. 8 dnd be it ver ¢ That the Commis 
sioner shall apply the proceeds accruing Under Uiis act to 
detray the expense f this department, so that the sane 
may become at an ear hay upporting; and any pro 

eds over and abov ( xpenses shall be paid tuto the 
Treasury of the United Sta 

Sec. ¥. dnd be it further enacted, That whenever the 
Comunissioner cannot erwise eny yany of t treed 
nen who inay come u rt eat ! }so taras pra 
ticable make provision for them with humane and suitable 
persons, at a just compensation tor their services 

Se 10, be it f re ted, Thatthe President ot 
the | ted States i red with tu { ul \ 
and Over support ne ib to carry thi Into elect, a 
any military officer ¢ be appointed under this act with 


OUL Licrease Of salary 

Sec. ll. and be it further enacted, That the Commis 
sioner shall, belore the commencemeut of each regular 
session Of Congress, nmike tull report ot his proceedings, 
with exhibits of the state of his accounts, to the President, 
same to Congress, and shail 
also make special reports whenever required to do so by 
the President or either Llouse of Congress. And the assist 


ant commissioners shall make quarterly reports of their pro 


who shall communicate the 


ceedings to the Commissioner, and also such other special 


Aud itshall 
, charged with 
ution Of any law, prochimation, Or military order 
ot emancipation, or in any way con 


reports as frou tithe to tine may be re quired. 
be the duty of all officers, civil and 
the exec 


tertbilary 


ernuing treedimen not 
mustered into or regularly engaged in the miulitary service, 
to make return to the Comupissiouer of 
lugs tn execution tiereotlu 


all their proceed 


jer such regulations as shall 





trom time to time be pre-eribed 

Sec. 12. And beit furt ré t hat all assistant com 
missioners, local superintendents, and clerks, as well as 
supervising special agents, shall be so far deemed to be in 
the military service of the United States as to be liable to 
trial by courts-martial or military conmimisst to be of 
dered by the commanding general ot the military depart 
ment Within which they act as such assistant comiuis 
sioners, local superintendents, clerks, OF SUpCrVIstig sy il 
agents. And forall offenses amounting to a felony; for any 
act of embezzlement or willful misappropriation of pub 
or private property; forany willtulba Lot Opper lOonohany 
freedman, or of any loval inhabitants tor ar tot taking 
or receiving, directly indirectiy, a money or thing of 


‘value on account of any act done or omitted by them in 
their official capacity, or 


in any purchase of cotton, toba oO, 





miinner cate 





rar, or any other ar 
ticle produced upon any lands leased or worked under the 


provisions of this act, or any other willlul violation of 








their official duties, upon iVicetion thereot mall be sub 
ject to punishinent by fine not exce ing SlV,000, or im 
prisontaent at bard labor for a period not exceeding five 
years, or by both such fine and imprisonment 
" SE 13. And a ther enacted, That last clause 
of a joint resolution explanatory of “Anact to suppress in 
surrection, to punish t ' i and rebellion, to seize and 
confiscate the property of reb , and tor other purposes, ’ 
approved July 17, loG2, be, and the same is hereby, repeated 
Sec. 14. dnd be it further enacted, That all act nd 
parts of acts Inconsistent Wilh the provisions Of thi ire 
hereby repealed. 
THOMAS D. ELIOT, 
WILLIAM D. KELLEY, 
Manage yn the part of the House. 
CHARLES SUMNER, 
J.M. HOWARD 


Managers on the part of the Senate. 
Mr. ELIOT. Mr. Speaker, | will endeavor to 
state, so that it may be understood by the House 
what are the differences between the bill reported 
by the committee of conference and the bill which 
was fiassed by the Hlouse at the last session. 
Mr. WILSON. I desire toask the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. E 


poses to ask for the adopt 





I | whether he pro- 
ior this report LUIS 
morning. [ think it 1s mportant and too 
voluminous for the Elou- pass upon without 
seeing It. ] think we-« save it printed be- 
ib al, 1 there- 


et tc have It post- 
t 


fore we are called upon 

fore ask the gentleman 

poned to some certain day, |: 

act upon it understandingly. 
Mr. ELIOT. 1 will reply to my friend from 

lowa {Mr. WiILson |} by t alter j shall 


rCer that we may 


stating t 


have concluded the statement I desire to make, if 
’ 


i there 


it shall be the judgment of the House that 


shall be a postponement before final ac 


lion, l do 
not know that I shall make any objection. But 
l now propose to state distinctly how the ques- 


| tion stands, in order that gentlemen may judge 


And in all || how to act. 
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be remembered that the bill which wags 

ed by th Llouse at the last session ettached 
© Bureau of Freedmen’s Affairs to the War De- 
hat the bill which was subsequently 


It wil 


assed by the Senate as an amendment to the 


attoched that bureau to the Tre asury 
Department. The first question which the man- 
agers upon the part ofthe two Houses had to dis- 
cuss and to determine was the Department to 
which the bureau should be attached properly. I 
believed, and the House,in maintaining the com- 
mittee that reported the bill concurred in that be- 
lief, that it was better, under the circumstances 
in Which we were placed, that the bureau should 
be connected with the War Department; because 
we were in acondition of w ar, because tt seemed 
that the inspiration of that Department would be 
required to make the bill effective; and because, 
with the Knowledge that we had of the interest 
taken in thatsubject by the distinguished head of 
that Department, we might feel assured that no 
opportunity would be omitted to entorce properly 
the provisions of the bill for the benefit of the per- 
sons for whom we were legislating. 

Bat there was this great difficulty which had 
to be encountered and removed. During the last 
two or three years there has been no litde legis- 
lation upon the subject of abandoned lands and 
confiscated property and abandoned personal es- 
tate. And from the earliest legislation on the sub- 
ject down to the present ime the care, the charge, 
the custody, and the disposition of that property 
has been by various laws placed in the Treasury 
Department, And it was said that, in order to 
make the proposed legislation useful, it would be 
necessary to repeal ino part or wholly previous 
legislation; and that at would occasion greater ite 
conventence than any bene fit which wee x pected 
from its connection with the War Department 
would balance. Besides, it was urged thatif the 
bureau be connected with the War Department tt 
would be needful to make a division of the lands, 
leaving so muchas would notbe wanted for freed- 
men’s use in the care of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, and giving to the care of the War Depart- 
mentso muchas would be wanted for the purposes 
of this bureau. And itwas contended thatif that 
were done there would be collision continually 
lands between the offi- 
cers or agents of the two Departments which 
would very greatly embarrass the operations of 
the law. 


\ 
arising concerning the 


lt did not appear to the managers on the part 
of the Llouse that these objections were sufli- 
clent to balance those which existed against pla- 
cing this bureau in the ‘Treasury Department. 
But on this point no agreement could be arrived 
at, and it became necessary to determine whether 
a satisfactory bill could be prepared not connect- 
ing the bureau with either executive Department. 
‘The great importance of some efficient legislation 
was recognized, and no other course could be 
adopted. It was more important that some im- 
mediate effective plan of action should be agreed 
upon than that any particular mode should be 
adopted, and it was believed that a department 
might be established, communicating directly 
with the President, not an executive Department, 
of course, but one similar to the Department of 
Avri ulture as it was at first created, There are 
some strong reasons why such a department, 
self-acting, not dependent immediately upon the 
War or the Treasury, would be more useful than 
it could be if otherwise constituted. Such a de- 
partment would more probably enable the Gov- 
ernment to secure the services of some Commis- 
ioner of great ability, and of experience and 
r ‘The amount of compensation fixed 
il has not been increased, but the very 


enaracts 
by the | 
fact that the Commissioner would communicate 
directly with the President, and with Congress, 
would give to the department a more desirable 
character than any bureau could have. ‘The ju- 
risdiction of the department would be large, and 
its duties important and varied, and we believed 
that the work needful to be done would justify 
us in piacing Il Upon an inde t endent foundation. 
Indeed, it had been, | ought to say, the subject 
of examination before the committee on the part 
of the House, as | learned it had also been in 
the Senate committee, before the bill had been 
acted upon originally by the House, it being be- 
lieved then that there were strong reasons why it 
should be rather adepartment connected with the 
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than a bureau connected with either 


Department, 
say tinal those mie mbers of our cole 


Pessidont 
executive 
i thay a ’ 


ference committee wo could not »iully agree 
to tue provisions of (he bill as lo sign the report 
ot ii commtiivve were of the belie! that any 
bill would ve tor provbab.y elleclive and Tia 
it disconuected trom the ‘Treasury or the Wat 
i arctape rd, 

Pie bill, as it is reported, received very itical 
aud Welul e¢Xamination, levery Se ion and 
every provision was discussed, | believe that it 
ia carelully guarded, and calculated to effect the 
wishes of those who desired action and who be- 


lieve lial we are 
of those whose recently bestowed freedom fiuds 
them unused to self-r 


reason BOMewW!hA! 


eliance and dependent for a 
upon our sympathy and aid. 


Now, sir, this bili presents to the House no 
new proposition, Substantially, every provision 
contamed there will be found, | believe, emtherina 
the provisions of the House bill or in the pro- 


visions of the Senate bill, Many Of tiem al 


combinations of features of both bi 


S,;andiig 
Uemen will give me their attention, | will explain 
what are the difft 

The first section of the bill creates a department 
of freedmen and abandoned lands, aud the forma! 
part of this billand of the other sections of the bill 
are similar to those contained in the law creating 
the Department of Agriculture. “That act was 
drawn with a -reat deal of care, and upon aANeXx- 
amination of it il Was that, so fur as ils 
provisions could be made applicable here, it was 
desirable te 


rences 


found 


vadoptthem, ‘The precedent seemed to 


be a good one, and the language of the 
mended its: 


act Colm- 
lf to the commutes 
shed at the 


first section of the 


The department is establi seat of 
una the 


under the cave of the 


Government; bill puts 
and 
other property falling tothe national Government 
in the rebel States, and not heretofore 
ated to other uses. "The Commi 

appointed by the President. ‘The 
$4,000, the same as 
fore; and | will say 


departinent the lands 
appropri 
in to be 


uary ts to be 


loner 


Was aussirne d to ihat offi  be- 
here that under thi 
rrenter et X pense is to be imeurre d lian Was conte. 
plated in the bill which the 
jast session, 


bill no 


Louse passed at the 


The Commissioner, in the second section of 
the ball, is ed to 
‘J the firstot 


42,000, 
ficer,as was provided in the bill whi 


authoriz appoint his subordinate 





© ' ; 
ofheers, theseis thech clerk, with 


a salary ol who shall be a disbursing of- 


h was passed 


by the Hlouse. In the absence of the Commuis- 
sioner, be is called up to discharge the duties 
of the Commissioner, as is provided in the act 


‘| he 
class and 


by the bill 


establishing the D partment of Agriculture 
clerks to be appointed are of the same 
the same number as were provided 
passed by the Hlouse. ‘Ihe C 
the other oificers are required to tuke the oath ol 
allegiance presertbed by thi ‘The 
sum of 
ef clerk and t assistant 
afterward winoto yw ge tor are re- 
quired to give bond in the sum of $10,000. 
think it will be seen 
upon either of the bills before pres 


rmmissioner and 


actot Cougress 
Commissioner bond in the 
S100 000; and the ch 


eonmmissioners 


Is to give 


that this is an iniprovement 
ented, securing 
atigh order of ability and excluding applications 
for these higher offices by some who might think 
themselves qualified to discharge the duties, 

The third section of the bill isa modification of 
the fourth section of the bill which was passed by 
the House, an dis substantially the sec 
of the bill. as it pass: ci thie It provides that 
the Commissioner, under the care of the President, 
shall create districts of freedmen, vot exceeding 
two in each State so far as they may be brought 
under the military power of the United States. 
That each district shail be under the supervision 
of an assistant commiussioner, his salary being 
fixed at the same amount as in the bill passed by 
the House lust year. These assistant commis- 
sioners are required to give bonds. ‘They have 
power to appoint local superintendents as may be 
needed, not however exceeding four in each dis- 
tniet, which is the limitation on the number as 
contained in the bill passed by the Senate, at a 
compensation not exceeding $1,500 each. 

‘The foarth section of the bill will be found in 
the third section of the Hlouse bill and the earth 
rection of the Senate bill. [tis acombination of } 
them both. Gentlemen have had them on their { 


‘ond section 
‘Senate. 


called upon to legisiate in behalt 


THE CO 


NGERESSION 


tables in print for months, 








It provides that the 


Commissioner shall have general supervision of 
the freedmen throughout ihe several districts, 
watching over the execution of the laws, proc- 
same lians, and hitiitary orders concerning them, 
thaking regulations from time to time, and caus 
ing then to be enforced for their needful and 

Iclous treatment, and protecting them in the 
nyoyment of their rights, 

Phe fifth section is a material modification of 


clion of the Senate bill, and contains 


some of the provisions of the fourth 
the House bill. It provides that the assistant 
ioners shall, within their departments 
abandoned real 


loyal persons, and all real 


the litth s 


section of 


commis 
or districts, ta 
estate belonging to di 
estate to which toe 
which they have possession, and which have not 
been heretofore appropriated to Government uses. 

Mr. GANSON, I ask the gentleman from 
Massachusetts whether, under that clause of his 
his bur 





ce po ession of 


au would not have authority to take 


and Jease all the mineral lands of the 


f ] would 
of the bill read, 
Mr. ELIOP. 


print. 


| ‘ ion 
Government like to have that clause 
The gentleman will find it in 
I will read it from the substitute: 


Phat the 
of the © 


commissioners, under the direction 
and within their respective districts, 
shall take possession or all abandoned realestate belonging 
to all disloval persons, and all real estate to which the 
United States have title, or of which the United States 
| 
l 
t 


assistant 
lbtis-ioner, 


ive possession, and mot already appropriated to Govern- 
nent ses and all property tound Ou and belongng to such 
- hall rent or lease such re 

tions thereof to treedimen, or permit the same to be culti 
vated, used, or occupied by them on such terms and under 
such regulations as the assistant Commissioner aud such 
frecdmeu may agree, 

Mr. GANSON. Ido not find in that clause 
anything restricting the jurisdiction of this de- 
partment. 

Mr. ELIOT. 
rebel States, 

Mr. GANSON,. That clause seems to drawa 
distinction between lands properly belonging to 
disloyal people and lands the title to which are 
invested in the United States. Itseems to include 
all such lands. 

Mr. ELIOT. TI think 
mistaken, and will find that 

‘The properly taken posse 
‘ased acaording to the terms of the 
bill heretofore passed. 


ite; and al estate or any por- 


It is confined to lands in the 


that the gentleman is 


well founded. 
is rented or fe 
‘The contracts are pro- 
vided for and limited to one year. No contract 
for mere than twelve mouths. There is 
ion contained in this secuon which, as | 
et the history of the case, was introduced 
isan amendment by an Senator from 
Pennsylvania, whieh will not be objected to by 
cventiomen on the other side. Itis as follows: 


is to be 
a provis 
reco 


honorable 





But nothing herein contained s 
vent the due execution of process 
property above named is 


iall be construed to pre- 
ugaiustthe real estate or 
uedin due course of law trom any 


courtol Competent puri dietion, but th possession OF such 

real estate or property by any purchaser thercotata judicial 

sale shall be postponed until the termination ot any out- 

tanding contract duly made aud executed under the pro- 
108 of Uiis wet 


The sixth section of the bill is substantially the 
sixth section of the Senate bill as found upon the 
files of the House. It is an enlargement of some 
ofthe provisions of the fourth section of the House 
bill. It provides that the assistant commissioners 
and superintendents shall act as advisory guard- 
ans to aid the freedmen in the adjustme nt of 
their Wages, to take care that the freedmen shall 
not suffer from ill-treatment or failure to perform 
contracts, toact as arbitrators, and, so far as prac- 
ticable, to reconcile and settle controversies aris- 
ing among the freedmen, or between freedmen and 
other persons, 

‘Lhe seventh section is substantially the same 
that was introduced ina bill in the House by the 
honorable gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Biow.] 
lt was referred by him to the committee on the 
rebellious States. Whether reporied by them or 
notl donot remember. Itis, however, the same 
section which will be found in the Senate bill as 
section seven; and it provides simply that cer- 
tain leases which were made under the direction 
of the Treasury D partment, and under authority 
of Order No, 331 frem the War Department, 
dated October 9, 1863, In accordance with the 
regulation of the ‘Treasury Department, shall have 
| the same effect as if those leases had been made by 
| the assistant commissioners under this act. But 


United States have title, or of 


AL GLOBE. 


his criticisin is not | 
sion of 
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| it provides that the leases shall not continue.be- 


yond one year; and it will operate now upon very 
few. It was deeined advisable to report this sec- 
igi, Wn the first p uce, because Il was right to do 
it. It had been the subject of examivation last 
winter, and there seenred to be 
iw it from the Senate bill. It contains no 
vislation that, but it that 
tiis departinent goes into operation ail the 

have charge of affairs in the 
‘Teeasury Department shall transfer their papers 
jand property to this department. 

‘The eighth section of the bill provides, as the 
| fourth section of the House billand as theeighth 
| section of the Senate bill do, for the application of 
the proceeds. It declares that the Commissioner 
| shall apply the proceeds accruing under this act 

to defrayimg the expenses of this department, 
so that it shall, as soon as possible, be self-sus- 
taining; and it provides that any proceeds above 
those expenses shall be paid into the Treasury of 
the United States. 

The ninth section is one which was originally 
offered during the debate upon this bill in the Sen- 
ate, aud provides simply that wuenever the Com- 
missioner cannot otherwise employ any of the 
freedmen who may come under his charge, he 
shall, so far as he may, make provision for then 

| with humane and suitable persous ata fair and 
| reasonable compensation. It was offered origi- 
nally, | believe, by the honorable Senator from 
West Virginia. 

The tenth section in its present form is new, 
because of the fact that the department is not 
counected with the War Department. It pro- 
vides that the President of the United States shall 
furnish the military and other support needful to 
carry this act into effect, and any military officer 
may be appointed under the provisions of this 
uct without increasing his salary. ‘That section 
was prepared with care, ‘luere are gentlemen 
who, | have no doubt, will still think that this 
bureau had better be a bureau of the War De- 
partment; but itis believed that under the pro- 
vision of thissection it will be entirely practicable 
to make the department effective and operative, 
| and to provide tor it all the needful and military 
j aid, aud to give to itall the support which will 
be needed at this me, and which the Govern- 
ment can supply. 

The eleventh section of the bill is drawn from 
the secoud and fourth sections of the House bill, 
j}and isa combination of the ninth and tenth sec- 
| tions of the Senate bill—all the provisions, how- 
ever, being found4n those two bills. It provides 
| thatthe Commussioner, before the commencement 
of each session of Congress, shall make a report 
of his proceedings, with exhibits showing the 
state of his accuunts, to the President of the 
United States, who will communicate them to 
Congress, and that the assistant commissioners 
shall make quarterly returns tothe Commissioner, 
and more frequent reports if the Commissioner 
shall desire. And itis made the duty of the of- 
ficers, military and civil, charged with the execu- 
tion of any law, or proclamation, or order con- 
cerning freedmen,to make returns to the Commis- 
sioner of their doings. ‘Those provisions have 
all been acted upon by the House heretofore. 

‘The twelfth section of the bill-isa section which 

yas offered in the Senate, and which is intended 
to prevent the commission of crime and to provide 
for its punishment. It provides that the assistant 
|} commissioners and superintendents and clerks 
under this bill shall be deemed to be in the mili- 
tary service of the United States, so as to be lia- 
ble to trial by courts-martial to be ordered by the 
commanding general of the military department. 
The section goes on to provide that forall of- 
fenses amounting to felony, for acts of embezzle- 
ment, for the willful misappropriation of property, 
either public or private, for willful acts of op- 
pression of freedmen or loyal inhabitants, for the 
actof taking or receiving money orthings of value, 
for acts done or omitted to be done officially, or 
being interested in the purchase of coffee, sugar, 
or tobacco, or any other article produced upon 
the lands within the charge of this department, 
orany other willful violation of official duty, there 
shall be punishment by imprisonment and by fine. 

I will say here that upon careful deliberation our 
committee were persuaded that for the protection 
of all parties it was desirable to adopt this pro- 
vision as contained in the Senate bill; and with 


no ol jecuion to 
acopu 


other |e than requires 


Wihieat 


renis who those 








q 


eee 


aan 


Bn Se) ART 2 


BESS ENR SENS 


—_ —_— =r F~ 


=SlUl(w!S 





vt 
i 
ire 


ass 








—— 


18605 


the name of the distinguished Senator from Mich- 





mw ° Vir. {1 WARD,/| Uli of t! ° Lyte tm ad sour 
es vei > ’ lio this report, 
i » ee { ai! ve th 
any coi ilu wal ope igh 18° Violated y th 
Bet i 
i i t nof the bill is a sectior 

repealing the last clause of the joint resoiution 
ex natory of “An act to SUPpPress msurrection, 
to punish treason and rebellion, to seize and con- 
fiscate the property of rebels, and for other pur- 

33 ' 

t 


poses,’’ approved July 17, 1862. It simply 
vides for the repeal of that clause of the jot 
Leet il Th. 

Mr. KERNAN. I desire to make some sug- 
gestions upon this question at some ume or other, 
and if the gentleman from Massachusetts will 
allow me, 1 can do it now by way of inquiry. 

Mr. ELIOT. 1 will say to the gentleman from 
New York that I propose 1th the discharge of my 
duty, when Lhave fimishe d making the statement 
thatl desire to make, to call for the previous ques- 
tion. If the House shall second the previous 
question it will give me pleasure to allow to the 
gentleman from New York such time as I under- 
stand from him he would desire to explain his 
views in reference to this section or to other sec- 
tions of the bill. If the House shall decline to 
second the previous question Ishall have done ny 
duty,and the whole matter will then be within the 
control of the House. 

Mr. WILSON. I merely desire to state, in 
order that the gentleman from New York and 
others may hear it, that after the gentleman from 
Massachusetts shail have concluded his explana- 
tion of the bill, I intend to move to postpone this 
subject for one week from to-day, so that the 
bill may be printed,in order that we may all ex- 
amine it. 

Mr. KERNAN. Ifthe gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts would allow me to occupy afew minutes 
of his time at the conclusion of his remarks, | 
should be much obliged to him. 


Mr. ELIOT. 


I will say frankly to the gentle- 


8 


man from New York that if the House are dis- | 


posed to have this bill acted on now he shall 
have a portion of the time to which [shall be en- 
titled afierthe previous questions sustamed; but 
if the House prefers,under the circumstances, to 
have this matter postponed in order that the bill 
may be printed, then I submit that his remarks 
had better be postponed also. 

Mr. KERNAN, It may be that [ shall not be 
here at the time to which the bill will be post- 
poned, and I should therefore like to eall the at- 
tention of the House to the subject now. 1 ask 
the gentloman, for this reason, to allow me a few 
minutes when he has finished his statement. 

Mr. ELIOT. How many minutes? 

Mr. KERNAN. Ten or fifieen. 

Mr. ELIOT. That is a kind of request that I 
am unwilling to say no to, 

Mr. CHANLER. Isuegest to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts that he allow this bill to be 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ELIOT. Well, sir, | cannotacree to that. 

Mr.CHANLER. Ifthe gentleman willallow 
me, at the proper time | think I can suggest suf- 
ficient reasons for pursuing that course. 

Mr. KERNAN, Will the gentleman from 
Massachusetts allow me a few moments now? | 
will be very brief. 

Mr. ELIOT. Iam not quite through yet. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I will state to the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts that a resolution was 
passed by the House on the Sth of January last, 
referring the matter of refugees to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. After deliberating upon the 
subject, the committee reported House bill No. 
698 ‘** for the relief of refugees and freedmen,’’ 
Which was recommitted, and | have had it ready 
for some time in my drawer to report back to the 
House with two proposed amendments. 

Now, | desire to be heard upon this subject in 
connection with the report made by the commit- 
tee of conference, but if we are to have the pre- 
Vious question put upon us, and are not to be per- 


mitted to see this bill in print, which is a long | 


one, of many sections,and neither the House bill 
nor the Senate bill, buta new bill made in the 
committee of conference, before the previous ques- 
tion is sustained I should like to interject a few 
remarks, as a gentleman from Illinois said the 
other day. I shall rote, however, for the motion 


of which the gentleman from lowa [Mr. Wut- 


son) hy rive t } t 1 OD- 
I tunity ¢ n WN , 9 »> pO t Lire t t 
or “A kK, i 4\ i so ft \ mat 
know wl | 

the ge alesse 0 
rot Taare | » i Wiil permit me aiso to lave 
afew moments of his time ? 


Mr. ELIOT. I will with a great deal of 
pleasure, 
Mr. SMITH. I desire to ask the ae ntleman if 
the previous question, which he proposes to ca 
Wiil Cut olf allam 
might be offered ? 

Mr. ELIOT. I willsay to the gentleman that 
under the rules « » Llouse there 


iments or any substitute [ 


Call be no 


amendme nt offered, for itis tie report of acon 
mittee of conference, and must be adopted as itis 
or rejected as it is. ‘There can be no alteration 


Mr. SMITH. Then no substitute can be of- 


Tam not disposed to 
say a word upon this thirteenth ‘tion which 
repeals the last clause of the confiseation reso- 
luugon., The -Llouse has more 
pressed ite | 


than onee ex- 
judgment on the subject, and I am 
content to let it remain where it stands without 
comment, 

The fourteenth section is simply a repealing 
section of incon stent acts. 

NJ se + th Tet af o) hill 

Now, it will be seen that the etlect of this bill 


1 


will be to take away from the ‘TTreasury Depart- 


ment and fromthe Treasury agents and employés 


the lands and property which have been hereto- 
fore placed ander theu charge, and the whole will 
be confided to the Commissioner and the oflicers 
appointed under himin this department. Lb want 
to say that there has been a very loud call from 
all portions of the eco intry that some legis tion 


should be had upon this subject. ‘There has re- 
cently been a convention in this city, attended 
by delegates from all sections of the North, th 
Northwest, and the East, and they have united in 
calling upon us to del \y no longer our action in 
behalf of these freedmen. Whetherit goes to the 
War Department or tothe Treasury, their prayer 
is, give us some bill under the provisions of which 
‘The time has come 
when it Is necessary that this action should be 
had. 


the Government may act. 


I cannot but teel that we have done wrong 
in not having long before now extended to these 
people a hand of welcome and of support, They 
have well deserved it. ‘They have been faithful 
to us in fort and camp and field. Many lives 
have been lost and much suffering endured while 
we have delayed action. Now, sir, whether itis 
done to-day or next week 18 not a matier of im- 
portance, ¢ xe pling so far as that eve ry day *a de- 
lay makes the suffering greater on the part of these 
freedmen, and it is because | have felt that, and 
because of the instructions [ have from the com- 
mittee, that I shall ask the House to pass now 
upon the report. But if they think that it had 
better be postpone d, we shall have no other objec- 
tion to it than the one which Lhave named. And 
now, sir, for the purpose of having the House 
determine whether this matter shall be passed 
upon now or delayed, | call the previous question, 

Mr. KERNAN. Will the ryentieman trom 
Massachusetts [Mr. Evrot] withdraw that mo- 
tion for a few moments? 

Mr. ELIOT. 1 will withdraw the motion for 
the previous question, and yield the remainder of 
my time to the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Kernan] if he will renew the motion when he 
has concluded his remarks. 

Mr. KERNAN. I will 

Mr.SCHENCK. What becomes of my share 
of the time by this arrangement? 

Mr. ELIOT. 1 will yield the remainder of my 
time to the gentleman from New York (Mr. Ker- 
NAN] with the understanding that he gives a 
portion of itto the gentleman from, Ohio (Mr. 


do so. 


| SCHENCK. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 
motion for the previous question operates at the 
end of the hour. 

Mr. ELIOT. That is my motion; I yield the 
remainder of the hour to the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Kernan] and the gentleman from 
Oiiio, [Mr. Scuencx. 


Mr. KERNAN. Sine if I had the time | 


would not enter into any extended discussion of } 
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the details of this bill, 





1 appreciate the here vo 
ent efforts of the 


£ leman trom Massachusetts 
Vir. Exror) to alleviate in some way th iffer- 
baie tf th ‘ s of persons at j romot Loe 
WW i" ti \ unts we have, they 
are iF rwherever t! \ Lv ye Within the 
lines oF our armie But in my judgment expe- 


rience shows that the pe rronposed to be nau 


rccomplish the benev- 
olent intentions of its promoters toward these 
neonle 
sons; and the policy of this bill seems to be to 
regulate, control, and govern this large class of 
persons by a code of laws, under the name of 
reculations, which reculations are to be made and 
administered by an appointee of the President 


} y 
an | the Senatec 





rurated by chis bill will note 


They are a very numerous class of per- 


leda Commissioner, Lands are 
to be assiened and leased to them. ‘There are to 
be superintendents to regulate their employment 
and wages , dee le their ¢ Wntroversies, an | pay 
the surplus of their earnings, over and above ex 
, into the ‘Treasury of the United States. 
In my judgment this policy will not work out sat- 
isfactorily any such social problem as that pre- 
sented by the colored population of the southern 
States. You will not be abletoreally benefit this 
class of persons by placing them by ‘the hundred 
thousand under the guardianship and subject to 
the controlofa Commissioner who ts to make ree- 
ulations for their government, and by his agents 
manage and control them, 


nenses 


Some other mode of 
r with this question must be devised, 1f 
there is to be 


any effectual, benevolent, or eco- 
nomic 

Again, where and to what consequences will 
this policy lead?) According to this bill the Gov- 
ernment, by a bureau like that of Agriculture, is 
to take charge of pe ople by the hundred thousand 
in States of this Union, and become their guard- 
ians, and regulate them by special provisions and 
regulations to be made by an appointee of the 
President. Does any man believe that we will 
succeed in benefiting this really suffering class by 
any such measure as this? 

But I particularly desire to call the attention of 
the Llouse to the twelfth section of the bill, which, 
if this bill ts to pass, L trust will be stricken out. 
Learnestly hope there willbe no further legisla- 
tion by Congress to subject civilians to trial and 
punishment by military commissions. 

This twelfth section provides that the superin- 
tendents,clerks,and all others connected with this 
proposed bureau shall be tried for all sorts of 
alleged offenses by military commissions, Where 
do we get the power to pass any such law? The 
Cousutution declares thatno person shall be held 


laction in reference to this class of persons. 


toanswer foracapital orotherwise infamous crime 
unless on a presentment or indictment ofa grand 
jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval 
forces, or in the militia when in actual service in 
time ot waror public dang > thatno person shall 
be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without 
due process of law; and that inall criminal prose- 
ised ghall enjoy the right of atrial 


by an impartial jury. Does any one believe that 


ecutions the ace 


} 


wecan constitutionally subject a classof civilians 
to the jurisdiction of these military tribunals by 
declaring, as this twelfth section does, that they 
shall be deemed to belong to the Army or Navy 
of the United States, or engaged in its military 
or naval service? As well might we take the right 
of trial by jury from any other class of citizens 
as fromthe class subjected to trial and punishment 
by military tribunals under this twelfth section, 
They can in ne sense be correc ly said to belong 
to the Army or Navy. They are civilians, em- 
ployed in purely civil affairs. If we can do this, 
we cun take away the right of any class of civil- 
ians by saying that they shall be deemed to bein 
the military service of the United States, when we 
know that all their duties are duties of civilians 
Sir, I submit that the experience of the last few 
years must have made it apparent to every gen- 
tleman here that these military commissions are 
characterized by a want of certainty as to the con- 
viction of the guilty and the certainty of frequently 
convicting the innocent. Acts of Congress have 
been passed declaring that certain contractors and 
other parties should be deemed to be in the military 
service and subject to trial by these commissions; 
and you have had military commissions sitting in 
this city and elsewhere in the loyal States, tr ying 
men who never were of the class mentioned in the 
acts of Congrees, and there seems to be ne pewe: 
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to take them from under the control of these mil- 
itary tribunals or to get any review of their decis- 
ions. Now,1 trust that we shall take no further 
steps in the direction of subjecting civilians, | care 
not of whatclass, to this unconstitutional mode of 
trial. We should be warned by the history of 
these courts, notonly in this country, butin other 
countries. ‘The Court of High Commission in 
England, under the influence of those who desired 
that arbitrary power should prevail, carried its 
oppressive proceedings to such an extent as to 
bring on acollision, as such assumptions of power 


mustdo in any country where liberty 1s to be pre- || 


served, There is nogood reason why these men, 
for felony, or embezzlement, or any other offense, 
shall not be tried under the guarantees of the Con- 
stitution and in accordance with the forms and by 
the tribunals which it prescribes. We should do 


something to puta stop to and guard agaist 


the wrongs which innocent men have suffered by 
being deprived of trial by jury and by being sub- 


jected to military commissions. I refer gentle- 


men to a statement made a few days ago in the || 


other end of the Capitol by a distinguishe d Sen- 
ator, that a military commission 18 sometimes 
efficient for the conviction of those who have be- 
come obnoxious to parties by exposing frauds 
upon the Government, 

Again, the thirteenth section of this bill pro- 
poses to do, what? ‘To repeal the joint resoluuion 
made a part of the act of Congress as to confis- 
cation, passed in July, 1862, by which confisca- 
tion was limited to the life estate in land of the 
traitor. This subject, the repeal of this jointres- 
olution, has been fully discussed in this Llouse. A 


bill to effect this was passed atthe last session, and | 
The Judiciary Committee 


went to the Senate. 
of that body reported, as [ understand, unani- 
mously, that that bill oaght notto pass, That 
bill died. Yet now there is an attempt to effect 
the same object by passing this bill, which comes 
from aconference committee of the two Houses, 


and has never been subjected to the scruuny of 


any regular committee of either House. I trust 
that we shall not pass a bill repealing that jot 
resolution until there has at least been some dis- 
cussion or scrutiny of the matter. I ask the 
Clerk to read an extract from the message of the 
President of the United States, approving of the 
confiscation act, and the joint resolution as a part 
of it, now propased to be repealed; and I ask 
members on the other side of the House whether 
they are prepared to enact a law on the subject 
of confiscation, which President Lincoln declared 


he could not sign because it was in violation of 


the Constitution, without discussion or examin- 
ation by any appropriate committee. ‘This is 
the effect of passing the bill now before us. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


“That to which FT chiefly object pervades most part of 


the act, but more distinctly appears in the first, second, 
seventh, and eighth sections. [tis the sum of those pro 
visions wiuch results in the divesting of title forever. 

* For the causes of treason and ingredients of treason, 


not amounting to the full crime, it declares forteiture ex- | 


tending beyond the lives of the guilty parties; Whereas the 
Constitution of the United States declares that* no attain 
der of treakon shall work corruption of blood, or forfeiture 


except during the life of the person attainted.’? True, there | 


is to be vo formal attainder in this case; still, P think the 
greater punishment cannot be constitutionally inflicted in 
a different form for the same offense. 


> : oa 
“With great respect, [ am constrained to say I think 


this feature of the actis unconstitutional.” 
* * . * * * * * * 7 

“ Again, this act, in rem, forfeits property for the ingre- 

| : 
dients of treason without a conviction of the supposed 
criminal or a personal hearing given him in any proceed- 
ing. That we may not touch property lying within our 
reach because We cannot uive personal notice to an owner 


who is absent endeavoring to destroy the Government, is | 


certainly satisfactory. Stull, the owner may not be thus | 
engaged ; and [ think areasonable time should be provided | 


for such parties to appear and have personal hearings. 
Similar provisions are not uncommon in connection with 
proceedings in rem.”’ 


Mr. KERNAN. 
language of the President of the United States in 
reference to the act of 1862, when submitted to 
him for his approval without the joint resolution 
explaining and limiting it. [tis now proposed to 
repeal the joint resolution which induced him to 
approve the act,and to leavethe latter in force as 
a law in the form in which the President declared 
he could not sign it because it was unconstitu- 
tional. 
gress had passed this joint resolution he could 
not have approved the act, and that he approves 
the act and joint resolution as one law, the reso- 


Mr. Speaker, this was the | 


In this message he saysthat unless Con- | 
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lution limiting the forfeiture under the act to the 
life estat Are you now going to vote fora bill 


it Stale, 


repealing this joint resolution? 


K 





Mr. ARNOLD. I will. 
Mr. SCHENCK, 


Py ) , xr © 
_February 2, 


On the 5th of January the 


Will you do so, || House, by a resolution, referred to the Committee 


without discussion or examination, on the report || on Military Affairs the subject of relief to refu- 


‘The committee prepared a bill, reported it 


relative to a very different subject than confisca- || to the I1ouse, and had it recommitted; and now 


| of a conference committee appointed upon a bill || gees. 
| 


| tion? Lappeal to the other side whether they will 
| treat the President of the United States or this 


| question inthis way. Now, Mr. Speaker, I trust | 
} that the House at least, if it is seriously contem- || House the bill (H.R. No. 698) to establish in the 


| 


the committee have instructed me to report that 
| bill againto the House with twoamendments. [ 
therefore ask unanimous consent to report to the 


plated to pass this bill, will postpone its further || War Departmenta Bureau for the Relief of Freed- 
| men and Refugees, including white and black, 
| and that, with the amendments, it may be printed 


consideration and have it printed, so as to allow 
gentlemen to examine and discuss It, 


{Mr. Exsor] for yielding me the floor long enough 
to make these suggestions. 


Mr. ELIOT. 


I thank the gentleman from Massachusetts || and made a special order immediately after the 


| report of the conference committee, which has 


| just been postponed, is disposed of. 
I have been making an inquiry || done, if the action on the report of the conference 


If that is 


among the friends of the bill, and I find that they || disposes of the whole subject, this matter can 


have a desire to have the bill more carefully con- 
idered than can now be done, 


be the effect, under the rules, of a postponement |} 


; 
be printed and examined ? 
The SPEAKER. 


character of a conference report. 


W hen the time 


arrives to which it is postponed it will come up 


Mr. ELIOT. 


tute be ordered to be printed, I believe that will 
L now demand the previous question, 


Mr. ELDRIDGE moved thatthe whole subject 


manded the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

‘The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 67, nays 83, not voting 32; as 
follows: 

YE AS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, Baily, 


WilliamG. Brown. Clanler, Clay, Cotfroth, Cox, Dawson, 
Eden, Edgerton, Eldridge, English, Finek, Ganson, Grider, 
Hale, Hall, Harding, Benjamin G. Harris, Charles M. Uar- 


nan, King, Law, Lazear, Le Blond, Long, Mallory, Me 
Allister, McDowell, William Hl. Miller, James R. Morris, 


Pravn, Radtord, Samuel J. Randall, Robinson, James 8. 
Rollins, Ross, Smith, William G. Steele, Stiles, Strouse, 
Start, Thomas, Townsend, Wadsworth, Whaley,Wheeler, 
Joseph W. White, Benjamin Wood, Fernando Wood, and 
Yeaman—67. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Ar- 
nold, Ashley, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, 


Biow, Boutwell, Boyd, Broomall, Freeman Clarke, Cole, | 


Heory Winter Davis, Thomas T. Davis, Dawes, Deming, 
Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, Dumont, Eckley, Eliot, Farns 
worth, Frank, Garfield, Gooch, Grinnell, Higby, Hooper, 
Asaliel W. Hubbard, John H. Habbard, Hulbard, Inger- 
| soll, Jenekes, Julian, Kasson. Kelley, *rancis W. Kellogg, 
Orlando Kellogg, Knox, Littlejohn, Longyear, Marvin, 
MeClurg, Samuel F. Miller, Morrill, Daniel Morris, Amos 
Myers, Leonard Myers, Norton, Charles O° Neill, Orth, Pat- 
terson, Perham, Pike, Pomeroy, Price, William H. Randall, 
John H. Rice, Edward Hl. Rollins, Schenck, Scofield, 
Sloan, Smithers, Spalding, Starr, Stevens, Tracy, Upson, 


and Worthington—s83. ‘ 
NOV VOTING—Messrs. Ancona, Brandegee, Ambrose 
W. Clark, Cobb, Cravens, Creswell, Denison, Griswold, 


Harrington, Hotchkiss, Hutchins, Philip Johnson, Knapp, | 


Loan, Marcy. MeBride, Meludoe, McKinney, Middleton, 
Moorhead, Nelson, Alexander IT. Rice, Rogers, Scott, 
Shannon, John B. Steele, Sweat, Thayer, Voorhees, Ward, 
Webster, Chilton A. White, and Winfield—32, 

So the subject was not laid on the table. 

During the vote, 

Mr. WEBSTER stated that he was paired with 
Mr. A. W. Crark; and that he was opposed to 
the measure, while Mr. CLark was in favor of it. 


The question recurring on the demand for the 
previous question on the motion to postpone and 
print, the previous question was seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be put; and under 
the operation thereof the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ELIOT moved that the vote by which the 
report was postponed and ordered to be printed 
| be reconsidered; and also moved that the motion 
| to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from IIli- 
nois [Mr. ARNOLD] is upon the floor, being taken 
from it by the conference report. 


RELIEF TO REFUGEES. 
Mr. SCHENCK. 


| me a moment? 





Will the gentleman yield to 


Van Valkenburgh, Elihu B. Washburne, William B. Wash- | 
burn, Williams, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, Woodbridge, | 


‘The vote was then announced as above recorded. | 


j | easily be disposed of; otherwise it will be in a 
I ask what will || position to be put upon its passage. 


The SPEAKER. 


The Chair will state that if 


of the report for one week, so that the bill may || this bill is made the special order at that time, in 
|| all probability it would not be reached then. ‘The 
It will retain the privileged || conference report beinga privileged matter would 
|| comeupatthaitime; but there being already sev- 


| eral special orders set down before that time, they 


as if just presented by the conference committee. || 
Then I consent. [move thatthe || 
further consideration of the conference report be || special orders until we have acted upon the tax 
postponed to this day week, and that the sabsti- | bill. 


j 


will take precedence of this matter. 
Mr. MORRILL. I must object to any more 


Mr. SCHENCK. I shall not insist upon mak- 


suit the convenience of the friends of the measure. || 1g it a special order, for I think myself it is im- 


politic to make special orders. 1 will ask unan- 


| Imous consent to report the bill and have it 


i} 
i} 


1] 


ris, Herrick, Holman, William Johnson, Kalbfleisch, Ker- || 


Morrison, Noble, Odell, Jolin O’ Neill, Pendleton, Perry, | 


i| 
|| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
} 
| 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 








I 


be laid upon the table; and on that motion de- || printed. 


Mr. W.J. ALLEN. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman desires to 
have it printed and recommitted. 

Mr. W.J. ALLEN. I object. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I ask that a memorial of 
the American Union Commission in relation to 


Augustus ©. Baldwin, Blair, Bliss, Brooks, James 8. Brown, || the condition of refugees within the Union lines 


of the United States, and praying the action of the 
Government in their behalf, may be printed and 
committed to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr.W.J.ALLEN. | object. 

ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that the committee had examined, 
and found truly enrolled, a joint resolution (E1. 
R. No. 142) tendering the thanks of Congress 
to Major General Philip H. Sheridan and the 
officers and men under his command; when the 
Speaker signed the same. 

OFFICERS IN SUBSISTENCE DEPARTMENT. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 


| before the House acommunication fromthe War 


Department transmitting a list of officers in the 
subsistence department; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 


MEDALS FOR INDIAN CHIEFS. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 


laid before the Housea communication from the 
Secretary of the Interior, asking an appropria- 
tion of $5,000 for medals for certain Indian chiefs, 
which was ordered to be printed, and referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 


INDIAN GOODS. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from the 
Secretary ofthe Interiorasking an appropriation to 
pay for supplies of goods purchased for Indians 
in place of certain goods destroyed; which was 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and ordered to be printed. 


ILLINOIS SHIP-CANAL. 
Mr. ARNOLD. I now call up the unfinished 


business which was pending when the House ad- 
journed yesterday, being the consideration of the 
Illinois ship-canal bill. 

The SPEAKER. The pending question is 
upon the substitute for the bill offered by the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, [Mr. Arnoxp.] As the 
reading of the substitute was called for last even- 
ing, the Clerk will proceed to read it now. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I called for the reading for 
the purpose of raising a pointof order, but | now 
withdraw it. 

Mr. ALLISON. I ask the gentleman from 
Illinois to yield to me a few moments. 


Mr.ARNOLD. Notatpresent. I desire that 
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the House shall be brought to a direct vote at as 


early a period as possible upon the bill for the 
construction of the Illinois and Michigan ehip- 
canal. It has been discussed repeatedly in this 
House; it hus been the subject of various reports 
of committees; the bill has been printed and laid 
upon members’ desks for a long period of time, 
and therefore | Go not propose, on behalf of the 
bill, to occupy the time of the House. 

Before demanding the previous question I will 
yield to the gentleman from lowa, who desires 
to offer an amendment. 

Mr. ALLISON. | move to amend the substi- 

\ " a 
tute by adding thereto what I send to the Clerk’s 
desk. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Sec. 3. And he it further enacted, That there shall be ap 
pointed by the Presidentof the United States, by and with 
the advice and conseut of the Senate, three commission 
ers Lo improve tie Upper rapids aud Lower or Des Moiues 
rapids of the Mississippi river. 

Sec. 4. And he it further enacted, That the said commis 
sioners shall forthwith make a eareful examination of said 
Upper and Lower rapids of said river, and determine upon 
asuitable plan forthe improvement atorementioned, witeh 
plan shall provide for Wie construction of a canal around 
each of said rapids toa width of not less than one tun 
dred feet. with locks of uot Jess than two hundred and 
seventy-five feet in length, and not less than seventy feet 
in width. Which improvements shall be made so as to 
insure a safe and uninterrupted water navigation, at all 
times during the season of navigation, of steamboats and 
other vessels drawing four feet of water. Which plan 
shall be submitted to the President of the United States 
jor approval. 

Sec. 5. .and be it further enacted, That upon the ap 
proval by the President of the United States of the plan 
of said improvement aforesaid, the said commissioners are 
hereby authorized to construct said canals according to said 
plan, under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and to prosecute the same to completion with such dispatch 
as the nature of the work and the funds appropriated by 
Congress for that purpose shall permit. And the said com 


missioners shall make a report annually to the Seerctary of | 


the ‘Treasury on the progress of said work. 

Sec. 6. 
the ‘Treasury shall have the exclusive control and man- 
agement Of said canal, and shail have power to establish 
all needful rules and regulations concerning the use and 
navigation thereof, and to fix, alter, and modify the rates 
of tall upon said canals, and shall employ such surveyors, 
coectors, and agents as may be necessary to collect said 
tolls. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That said commis 


Ind be it further enacted, Tat the Secretary of 


siouers shall have power to employ such surveyors, agents, | 


and other persons as they may judge necessary to perform 
the work hereby committed to them, with full power to 
enter upon, appropriate, use, and condemn any lands, wa 
ters, Streams, and materials of any description necessary 
for the prosecution of the improvement contemplated by 
this bill: Provided, That when private property shall be 
taker™or such purpose, the same shall be coudemned and 
compensation made theretor in the manner provided by the 
laws of the State of Lowa, or of the State of [llinois, as 
the case may be. And it shall @e the duty of said com- 
missioners to cause all the work done upon said canals to 


be let to the lowest responsible bidder, at public lettings, | 


of which sufficient public notice by advertisement in the 
public newspapers shall be given. 
Sec. &. dud be it further enacted, That the revenues 


derived from said canal, over and above the expenses of 


management and of repairs, shall be paid into the Treas- 
ury of the United States, and a separate account shail be 
kept of such receipts 

sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the Government 
of the United States shall issue the sum of $2,000,000 in 
bonds of the United States, to be issued by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, redeemable twenty years trom date, bear- 
ing interest at the rate of six per cent. per annum, payable 
semi-annually, for the purpose of constructing said canals 5 
the said interest to be payable, and the said bouds to be re 
deemable, out of moneys to be hereafter appropriated by 
Congress ; and the said principal and interest to be reim 
bursed to the Treasury of the United States trom the tolls 
and revenues of said canals. 

Sec. 10. Andhe it further enacted, That the said bonds 
shall be issued, in the diseretion of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in such sums as may be required from time to 
time in the prosecution of said work. And said commis- 
sioners shall furnish vouchers and proofs in duplicate of 
the work done and materials furnished, at such times, un 
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Mr. ARNOLD. I will yield for that purpose, 
if it leads to no debate i 

Mr. STEVENS. If any objection is made to 
it I will withdraw my application, 

The SPEAKER. Is there any objection to 
taking up the bill? The Chair hears no objec- 
tion. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I suppose it is in order to 
move to concur in the Senate amendment? 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman makes thet 
motion the Chair will entertain it. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to make that motion. 

Mr. STEVENS. Then I shall have to with- 
draw my motion. We have voted already upon 
this question three or four times. | think the bill 
had better go to a committee of conference and 
we can get through with it. 

Mr. HOLMAN. [ object unless I can make | 


the motion that the House concur. 
PENSIONS. } 
On motion of Mr. WASHBURN, of Massa- 


chusetts, by unanimous consent, bill of the Sen- 
ate No. 360, an act in relation to pensions, was 
taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 


ILLINOIS SHIP-CANAL. 
Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. 


Irisetoa point 
of order. 


Atthe time when this bill was post- 
poned at the former session of Congress it was 
postponed under an undet standing that there was 
to be adiscussion on the merits of the bill, J 
know that my own name was down on the Speak- 


er’s list as one of those who were to speak on 


| shall not desire to make any reply. 


thissubject. When the gentleman from Illinois, 
{[Mr. Arnotp,] pending the Niagara canal bill, 
offered his amendment, it was understood that | 
should not speak on the subjectthen unless that 
amendment was actually accepted, and then | 
was to speak upon the merits of the bill. I in- 
sist that this bill, having been set down for a par- 
ticular time, with the understanding to which I 
allude, it cannot now be taken up and passed 
under the previous question, thus refusing to 
those who are opposed to it all chance of point- 
ing out the gross corruptions thatexist in its pro- 
visions, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair can scarcely re- 
gard that as a point of order upon which he can 
rule. It may be an argument to the majority of 
the House not to second the previous question, 


But the motion for the previous question 18 a le- 
gitimate motion, and unless there be unanimous 
consent reserving to some gentleman the right to 
speak, the Chair cannot refuse to entertain the 
motion. . 

Mr. ARNOLD. I will say to the gentleman 
from Wisconsin that after the previous question 
has been sustained | will yield him the fl@r to 
speak at least halfan hour, and [I presume that | 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. That half hour 
iscertainly better than nothing; butthis isa meas- 
ure involving an appropriation of unnumbered 
millions of dollars, as [ propose to show. 

The SPEAKER. Debate ts not in order, the 
9revious Gite Stton having bye en demande d. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 demand 
the regular order of business, 

Tellers were ordered on seconding the demand 
for the previous question; and Messrs. ARNOLD, 


, and Brown of Wisconsin, were appointed, 


der such regulations, as the said Secretary may prescribe. || 


Sec. Ll. And he it further enacted, That said commis 
sioners shall each receive such salary, not exceeding $2,500, 
as the Secretary of the Treasury shall, with respectto their 
respective duties and services, determine. And said com- 
missioners shall respectively give bonds for the faithful per- 
formance of their duties, in such amounts and upon such 
conditions as the Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe. 
Their duties shall cease upon the completion of said canal. 

Mr. ALLISON. I now demand, in accordance 
with my understanding with the gentleman from 
Illinois, the previous question upon the bill and 
pending amendments. 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. STEVENS. | ask the gentleman to allow 
me to take from the Speaker’s table the deficiency 


bill, returned from the Senate with an amend- | 


ment, in order to non-concur, and ask a commit- 
tee of conference. 


| 








‘The House divided, and the tellers reported— 
ayes 60, noes 4], 

So the previous question was seconded. 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin, demanded the 
yeas and nays on ordering the main question, 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The main question was ordered to be now put, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. Arnotp,] who 
is entitled to one hour, under the rules, to close | 


| the debate, proposes to yield half of that time to 


the gentleman from Wisconsin. 

Mr. ARNOLD. I yield to the gentleman for 
half an hour. 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, 
Mark Tapley, according to Dickens, upona cer- 
tai? occasion stated that he had lost the power 
of being astonished; and | must confess that since 
I have been in this House | have seen so many 


odd things happen, that so far as any measure | 
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which recklessly plunges us into debtis concerned, 
I too have lost the power of being astonished at 
the action of the House. 

We have heard gextiemen upon the other side 
We have seen 
the call echoed and reéchoed from partisan news- 
paper to partisan newspaper, ‘tax, tax.’? We 
have been told that our people, whose shoulders 
are bowing under the weight of taxation, must 
bend still further, because the very life of the 
nation is in danger, and that the money which 
they earn by their toil and labor and sweat is 
needed to sustain us in this war in which our ex- 
istence as a nation isatstake. And now these 
vente men, Who in the way of taxation are turn- 
Ing the screws upon the people, these gentlemen 
(who, even after we have overburdened laber 
untilitean scarcely stand up under the weight, 
are clamoring still further for taxation) ask us 
to enter tnto a scheme of tnternal TM provements, 
whose results, whether they be beneficial or no, 
can never be renlized for the next five years; they 
ask us to enter into such a system, and lo squan- 


of the House urging (taxation, 


der the credit of the Government and the money 
of the people in favor of local interests, 

Bat during the entire session | have seen noth- 
ing thet more completely illustrates the strange 
temper of the toes than does the proposition 
now before the House. Lo the very magnitude of 
the sums which we are daily voting, in the enor- 
mous extentof expenditure demanded by our 
exhausting civil war, the minds of eur ciizens 
seem to have been mazed, and the ordinary power 
of arithmetical calculation to be lost, 

Gentlemen seem not to remember that we have 
a national indebtedness already ascertained of 
over $1,700,000,000; that our bonds payable in 
gold ave atadiscount in the market, as compared 
with gold, of over fift y per cent.; that our legal- 
tender potes, Which we force ciuizens to take in 
leu of money, are ata like discount; that to an 
untold extent we have Stace, county, and muni- 
cipal indebtedness created to aid enlistments, and 
that an annual expenditure oy over $700,000,000 
is required to carry on the wer, Yawning be- 
fore us 1s thatabyss ofnational bankruptey, from 
whose depths, when once precip tated there, no 
nation ever escapes. Wise men are pondering 
over the means of avoiding such catastrophe, pa- 
triots are contributing of ther substance, women 
are giving the labor of their hauds, and children 
are presenting their offerings, in aid of the strug- 
gling country. 

Mr. Speaker, from the explanations which I 
have heard here, Ido not think that gentlemen 
of this House fully understand what is proposed 
by this bill. In the first place, it provides that 
the President shall or may construct this canal 
drawing six feet of water. Lt then provides that 
we appropriate $5,000,000, which the President 
may give for the of this canal if the 
State of Hlinois shall assume, at her own ex- 
pense, to complete the canal so that gunboats 
drawing six feetcan pass through iusentire length, 

Now, the first difficulty that meets us is this: 
thatin the constitution of the State of Iilinois there 
is a provision by which she cannot contract a 
debt beyond 950,000, and consequently that por- 
tion of this billamounts to nothing. leis a bill 
to appropriate $5,000,000 to this canal for the pur- 
pose of enabling gunboats, which could net live 
for a single hour on Lake Michigan, to pass over 
it. The first part of the billis the only part of 
itupon which gentlemen who sustain it can rely. 
That part of the bill pledges the credit of this 
country to an unlimited extent for the completion 
of an enterprise which L shall endeavor to show 
is utterly impossible and impracticable through 
the obstacles which nature has placed in its way, 

By the bill the President has the power lo pro- 
ceed at once and let contracts to complete this 
work, no matter what it costs, five, ten, fifty, a 
hundred millions, or even an amountgreater than 
the debt which is now weighing upon the coun- 
try. I propose to show that no five or ten or 
twenty or forty or even sixty million dollars will 
be sufficient to complete this work. And I pro- 
pose to prove that from a work which was drawn 
up for the purpose of showing how the eity of 
Chicago could be benefited by the completion of 
a portion o1 ly of the canal. I hold in my hand 
the report of the sewerage commission of Chicago. 
For the purpose of ascertaining how cheaply the 


put poses 


| city might by this means have drainage, they com- 
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chief engineer to ascertain and ad 


, the obj et 


missioned thr 


ate tea of the ce t Now Sif 
on estimni¢ " j . 4 Ws 


uw hich th vv hod te Crore hw mm lyt ‘ 
i . Fely 4 e 
to | : ! 
TT t ! ‘ rk, far 
, ' ' f 
j ! i 
t} ‘ } ord tot 
vn er neer, | | I oe { ! d 
t! ortion of that re rt which | have marked. 
The ¢ rk read, ¢ te Ww 
wo ther project have b n talked of for enlarging 
the canal pas tomake itt ig ry st iu t i 
witha channel two hundr { ‘ ! «ix t ep 
and the other with a chann nt hive ne Widll, bul twelve 
and a hall teet deep 
"I'he probable « tof constructing the f ner of th ce 
has been estimated by Mr. Good rut &10 and of 
the latter at S20,000 000: hbuto irse ] alo ot con 
Hiaer Lise Hibs as aANYylLInNd nore tian a rode approxima 
tion, and they are not intended to include th pro 
of jocks and other me i V ks at and below Loctl 
port 
* There does not appear to be reasonable pr ty of 
Aan enlarged canal, eitler six or twel i ’ 
being undertaken at presentor very soon, butthed 
of the city amd Stat Wo greater tia ) xg 
the grain, lumber, and o r products ¢ reg igen 
eration lbenee, i the ulure a 
to be at all tu proportion tot peuist, musteventu iu 
such a work to be commenced 
Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. From this, Mr. 
Speaker, the House will perecive thatthe ¢ rhante 
for this small portion of the work w S10 000,000 
provided the car il should be only x feet deep 
which for all purposes of commercial enterprise, 
which, asthe gentleman claims, gives this hievnyye 
its value, is utterly worthless And it was 
$20 000,000 if the ear s hould be on ade twelve 


feet deep, deep enouvh to allow the pa we of 
boats thatcan ride the waters of Lake Micl " 
Such is the estimate of therr ownenvineer of that 


unimportant portion of this work. 


And we find further that in the year 1860 the 
Re Wwerave commission of Chicagvo, anxious for this 
work, and desiring to rid that city of the nui- 


Bances, attendant upon inefficient drainage 
nounced this to be an ente rprise not now to be 
contemplated, 


for in 


but which might perhaps be called 
Alas! the flight of 
four years has almost created another generation. 
Where is now that respect for constitutional 
laws; the desire to limit the ¢ xpel ndit of the 


money of the 


another veneration, 


peoples ; the desire to catbava the 


produc ing classes of the enormous public burdens 

Gentlemen now present to this Housea proposi- 
tion which five years ago, ay,a litte over four 
years ago, in 1860, would h ive aroused the coun- 


try from one end to the other: 
of the current expenditure 
during a time when we 
treasure of the United States, they 
throw away this amount of money. 
What will it cost to ; 
The distance of 
Plains rivers is, | think, more than one 
and fifty, if nottwo hundred miles. 
In my recollection, gentlemen 
"That entire distance is 
atall seasons of the year. Even if the perma- 
nent improvement of the Hlinois river 
posed isa possible thing, (and I shall 
reasons for thinking it extremely diff 


and now ,asa part 
$ of the 


need cvery di llar 


Government 
of the 


propose to 


, 


scheme? 
ind Des 
hundred 
If lan. wrong 
will correct me. 
rendered ! iwirable 


carry out this 
the work on the Illinois 


to be 


as pro- 
give my 
licult,) the 


excess of cost may be many times greater than 
$10,000,000. The construction of the canal from 


Chicago to the Illinois river is an e xpensive un- 
dertaking, but can doubtless be accomplished: 
and any experienced engineer, making allowance 
for the increased cost of materials and labor, and 
ascertaining the value of land to be taken, can 
give an approximate estimate of the cost. But 
the chief difficulty arises with the Illinois river. 
Running almost the entire length of the State, it 
drains nearly all the prairies of Illinois; the depth 
of its waters, therefore, vary from a few inches in 
dry seasons to from ten to 
rainy seasons; the banks are low and almost en- 
tirely alluvial, except for the few miles near the 
Mississippi river; and with the last exception, in 
high stages of water it overflows its banks and 
widens almost to a Jake. The bars impeding navi- 
gation in one but, damming up the water 
and preventing its rapid flow 
m another sense, are naturally shifting; each new 
torrent that swells the riverchangesthem. Ifthe 
river were always to remain at its lowest stage, 
the task of removing bars and constructing enor- 


twenty feet in wet, 


sense, 


, aiding navi ifion 
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mous locks not less than three hundre d and fifty 


feetin length would be an expensive but sulla 
" le operation. These, howe ver, would be 

it of existence in the higher stages ¢ f 

fin Kea , Witla yours KY Viv DOt- 
{ nd bar 3, pl enti l 0 }] mass rainst 

d e] Vi h al I and ict W Ler} 8) i ‘ , 

Hiay constructed, th clence of water-courses 
IS 4 Simple One vive yout works str ngth enough 
and it will und 


But this is not true on the alluvial and ors avel 


bottoms of the W Even in the simple oper- 

ation of constructing dams for milling purposs 
the gre t difficulty isexperienced, ‘The water 
vorks unde dam, it carries away the bank 
WW the dam abuts, and In many ways not 
comm in streams with a rocky foundation it 
ce \ nd removes the impediment to its course, 
Dan structed of the trees and underbrush 
ni found the most effective; but even on 


oy y treams they are not altogether 
vearly every river of the West 
ims¢ ibsiighntoostruction have 


tovether lo change its ¢ 


saie, 
shows in its 
> been sufficient 
hannel and induce it to 
barrier of light 
vy it and seek a new route, 

i se that vou have removed old 

ted locks at various points along the 
river; this will be well enough 
comes. But when the 
Irom i parts of Hlinois, rushes along the course 
» covering with its waters, not the 
only, but the locks which you have 
Willi b come of your: 
Lock after lock will give 
obstacles will only 


break through its feeble earth 
let us 


sand-bars 


NW aay 
svOow 


until 
torrent gathers 


of the river 


slight creations ? 
way, and the temporary 
flood to bear addi- 
Then the 


1 
enable the 


tional ruin and disaster in its course 


damage must be paid for, new sand-bars must 
be removed, and new locks built to share the 
ame fate at the next season. 

And here I would call the attention of the 
Hiouse to the enormous damave that must be done 
rom causes deseribed to the property along 

i@ banks of the river; and for this damage the 
United States would be liable to pay. ‘The hon- 


orable gentleman from Lilinois has not proposed 
to indemnify the Government against this. Any 
one of ordinary practical knowledge will at once 
appreciate the force of the facts alluded to. And 
he advo this bill are precluded from deny- 
ing the conclusion: had they not them- 
selves so believed, their first step cae have been 
to have asked a preliminary survey by Govern- 
ment engineers, Whose standing would be too high 
:idea of their being influenced to make 
port. NoState government, no private 


ites of 


, because, 


to admit the 
' 


a faise re 


| corporation, no other Governmentof any kind on 


the face of the earth—as I believe—even when 
having money to squander, ever entered upon an 


enterprise of this kind withouta preliminary sur- 


vey @y engineers responsible to the party which 
must advance the money. If in his private busi- 
ness any man should so act, he would be de- 


prived of all power over his property by a com- 


mission for lung icy or imibe ( lity ; : ye t he re h onor- 
able members would vote away the heritage of 
the nation, having no excuse save pohucs and 
contracts, 

But as the thirty minutes allowed to me are not 
sufficient for full description, L must hasten on to 
another point, By the original billitas prop ised 
that the Government should give $13,000,000 to 
this work, and be reimbursed by toll. ‘The idea 
embraced in this bill, and urged upon the House, 
is, that if the Government constructs this work, 
it shall be repaid for its outlay by the tolls el 
lected. 1 see some Representatives from II}linois, 
some Democrats, who in olden times paid some 
little respect to constitutional law, and who aow 
propose to support this measure, 

Mr. W. J. ALLEN. I desire to ask the gen- 
tleman whether he maintains that there is no con- 
slitutional power to pass this bill. 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. I was coming 
to that point. I believe that there can be no greater 
abuse on the partof the Government of its power 
to expend the money of the people than to devote 
the money wrung from the people of one poriion 
of the country t 


Mr. W 


stitull 


» the local benefit of another por- 
J.ALLEN. Is 
tonal power? 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. If the gentle- 
man had waited a moment, he would not have 


that a question of gon- 


’ (pire 


| the law authorizing the same shall 


ij} paid: 





February 





found it necessary to question me on this point, 


The 


gentleman has heard of ae han instrument 


as the Ordinance of 1787 by whi h that whol 
northwestern territory was organized He he 
heard of the provision of that ordinance un 
Which all the high ways leading ito thie Mis 


. Lawrence were 
anticipating that at some fut 
lerislative body m 
this, the frame 


ippl and the St to be free; and, 


os il ure time som 
ightattempt such legis 
that act have in section four 
of that ordinance (Illinois Revised Statutes of 
1858, page 24) provicle d that— 
“The navigable waters leading into the Mississippi and 
St. Lawrenee si 


] ilionas 
rs of 





all be common highways aud forever free 
is well to the inhabitants of the United States as those of 
the territory and of the several States to be thereatter ad 


mitted, without tax, impost, or duty.”? 


This ordinance, as a form of government, was 
superseded by the State constitutions, (as the Su- 
:Court correctly decided;) but all rights ac- 
And 
fromabundanee of caution this principle was con- 
by the actof Congress providing for the ad- 
mission of Illinois into the Unior?, (same, page |, 
section 4, of actof 1818,) and by express reference 
to the Ordinance of 1737 in the preamble to the con- 
sutution of that State ;and yagain, by the resulution 
of Congress of Dece mber 3, 1818, admitting Hli- 
into the Union. Similar precautions have 
been taken in regard to all, or nearly all, the States 
formed from the northwest territory. 
pact can be ved with 
ties to it, in order to be enabled to levy tolls upon 
the Hlinois river, you must not only have an act 
of Congress, but must change the constitution of 
Iilinois, and have the consentas well of each pur- 
chaser of lands on the banks of t 


pire ie 


d under the ordinance remain intact. 


firined 


now 


As no com- 


chan out the consent of all par- 


he river as of the 


various other States formed from that territory; 
this compact was between the United States and 
each of th e northwest States, as it was admitted, 


aud extended to all the waters of the territory, 
The United States cannot, therefore, collect tolls 
on that river either from the construction or main- 
tenance of locks. So far from that, each person 
actu ally impeded in the navigation of the river by 
ocks, could remove them, and claim compensa- 
tion for loss and detention. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. 


me to say a word? If 


Will the gentlenranallow 


I understood him cor- 


| rectly, he stated that the first obstacle to the execu- 


tion of this enterprise 1s a provision in the con- 
stitution of the State of Illinois which provides 
that the Legislature of that State shall notmake 
any appropriation or contractany debt for a sum 
exceeding $50,000. J think the gentleman is in- 
correct in that statement, and I ask him to have 
read the thirty-seventh section of the third article 
of the constitution of Illinois, if that is the section 
to which he refers. 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. T have it here. 
I looked over itamomentago; and the very next 
section provides that the State of I]linois shall not 


|| lend its credit to any individual, association, or 


corporation, The two sections go together. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Willthe centlemanallow 
those two sections to be read for the information 
of the House? 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. Ifthe time con- 
sumed in reading is not to come out of my time, 
I consent. 

Several MemBers 

The Clerk read 


- * Sac. 37. Ei 


It shall not. 
, a3 follows: 


ch General Assembly shall provide for all 
th meni le necessary for the ordinary and contin 

g a expenses ot the government until the adjournme nt of 
the next regular session, the aggregate amount of which 
shall not be increased Withouta vote of two thirds of each 
House, nor exceed the amount of revenue authorized by 
law to be raisedinsuchtime: Provided, The State may, to 
meet casual deficits or failures in revenues, contract debts 
never to exceed in the aggregate B50,000; and the moneys 
thus borrowed shall be appited to the purpose for which 
they were obtained, or to repay the debt thus made, and 


| tono other purpose; and no other debt except for the pur- 


pose of repelling invasion, suppressing insurrection, orde- 
fending the State in war, (for payment of which the faith 
of the State shall be pledged,) shall be contracted, unless 
, ata general election, 
have been submitted to the people, and have received a 
majority of all the votes cast for members of the General 
Assembly at such election. ‘I'he General Assembly shall 






provide for the publication of said law for three months 

least betore the vote of the people shall be taken upoen 
the same; and provision shall be made, atthe time, for ts 
payment of the interest Anuually, as it shall acerue, by a 


tax levied for the purpose, or from otber sources of rev- 
enue; wiich law, providing fortie payment of such inter 

est by such tax, shail be irrepealable until such debt be 
vind provided further, That the law levying the tax 
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shall be submitted to the people with the law authorizing 
the debt to be contracted. 


= The credit of the State shall not, in anv man- 
ner. | g to, Or in aid , fa imdividual, AssOciauon, 
or porau 

Mr. BRO VN, of Wise nsin. Mr. Speaker, 
fl understand the gentleman’s point in answer 


to me,itis that they may draft a law and submit 
itto the people, by which the people may assume 
that debt, providing in the law for the payment 
of the interest and pring ipal, If the gentieman 
had been contented to accept that provision, and 
that alone, they might perhaps have had s me 
reason in saying that they assume this risk of 
such action by the people. But the difficulty is 
that they commence 
ident at any ci 


ment. 


with authorizing the Pres- 
} st to make the propo ed improve- 
We all know that the people of Lilinois 
could never consenttotax themselves toan amount 
which is necessary in order to complete this im- 
provement, so that gentlemen use that only to at- 
tract the attention of the House, relying in fact 
upon the first provision, 

Mr. INGERSOLL rose. 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. If the gentle- 
man will allow me,as my time is brief, | will go 
on without further interruption. If it does not 
come out of my thirty minutes I shall be happy 
to be interrupted as often as gentlemen please. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Iwantto correct the gen- 
tleman, and | presume that he does not desire to 
be in error, There is a provision in the bill under 
consideration that this act shall not take effect, 
even with the vote of the House and the Senate 
and the approval of the President of the United 
States, until Illinois has complied with the con- 
dition of the contract on its part. 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. Then I say that 
if there 1s such a provision, Lthink that we ought 
to reject the bill, because itis not drawn in a 
manner to express ideas. If the State of Illinois 
is to do the work, and that alone is what you 
seek, why do you put itin the power of the Presi- 
dent of the United States to do it? Why do you 
require him to go on and contract? The limita- 
tion the gentleman speaks of is a limitation to 
I}linois of $5,000,000, and not a limitation of the 
power of the President of the United States. 
Mr. INGERSOLL rose. 
Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. Icannot be in- 
terrupted any further. When the gentleman in- 
terrupted me before | was nottouchinga kindred 
subject; | was showing that we could get in no 
Shape any remuneration from that long canal, 
because the Ordinance of the Northwest, ratified 
between the Government and every State of the 
Northwest, made these highways free from im- 
position or toll. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Ifthe gentleman willallow 
me. ‘The gentleman has no objection to the Presi- 
dent to construct this improvement without an 
appropriation of five or six million dollars. On 
that point I think he will have no objection to the 
bill. L think the issue is whether we will pass 
the bill or not. 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. It may appear 
to the gentleman that there is no objection to au- 
thorizing the President to make a contract involv- 
ing millions and millions. Does he think thatthe 
country will hold back from the contractors the 
reward of their labor? I say that when we au- 
thorize the President to construct that work we 
give him every power necessary. If | authorize 
my agent to build a house he has the power to 
bind me to eve ry extent necessary to accomplish 
that object. So with the President. And this may 


cost, as | believe it will, hundreds of millions of 


dollars. If after Congress pass this bill it should 
refuse to appropriate the money, it would be a 
breach of faith, which I hope no man here will be 
guilty of. 

Now for the commercial advantages. I have 
shown that a small portion of the cost of this 


canal, twelve feet deep, was to be $20,000,000. If 


we take it six feet deep, which, | believe, is the 
provision of this bill, then it will be $10,000,000. 
What is a canal six feet deep worth for the pur- 
prae of intercourse between the Mississippi and 
4aike Michigan? I do not know how many mem- 
bers of the House have ever been on Lake Michi- 
gan, but Lean speak from experience as having 
been on that lake and on the ocean and on the 
Mississi} pt. The ordinary navigation of the Mis- 
Sissippi river is with light-draught boats, drawing 
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often not more than ten, twelve, or fifteen inches 


though sometimes as high as two feet. | know 


what Lake Michigan is, and I tell a 
have not been there th 


ntlemen who 
ul you want str er and 
boats for that lake than you do 
fi r the navigation of the ocean; and lw i give 
the reason for it. 

have se 


better sea-going 


Upon the ocean, where you 
a-room, you give way to the storm, and 
the effect of not oy posing it diminishes the danger. 
But on Lake Michiean, where you have narrow 
sea-room, you must turn and tack from point to 
point, and resist the force of the waves, and o1 


’ n 
1 \ 
that account the Strain 1 > 


3 greater upon the vess 
and therefore stronger vessels are needed than 
upon the Atlantic ocean. Let me ask gentlemen 
if they would intrust themselves upon the At- 
lantic ocean in a Vv 


| drawing only six feet of 
water? 


But more than that: suppose you have a canal 
of the depth of twelve feet, to obviate these diffi- 


culties; your vi from Lake M n, which 


is to pass over this canal, will draw six, seven 


’ 


eight, or nine feet, Lthoughit might get through 
the canal, it could not navigate the Mis 
l presume that many oty 


ventieman from | 


ssippl. 
ru,and | know that the 
linois,[ Mr. WasnsBurne,] who 
is an advocate of this measure, hus gone up the 
Mississippi in boats drawing but a few inches, 
and has been compelled to lie hours and days 
What, then, is the use 
of getting into the Mississippi river with boats of 


i 


upon bars in the river. 
six and eight feet draught, when you capnot ust 
them when you get them there? 

{ Hiere the hammer fell.] 

Mr. ARNOLD. I shall not occupy the time 


ot 


the House in reply to the remarks of the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin. If will 
resides in the town 
rival of Chicago. 
Mr. COX. Will notthe gentleman from Hlinois 
allow my friend from Wiscon 
ther time? 
Mr. ARNOLD. 


liberal, as 


simply say that he 
Milwaukee, formerly the 


in ten minutes fur- 


I think I have been very 
1 have allowed the gentleman more 
than half my time. 


Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. 


Let me appeal 
to the gentleman for a moment. | 


He will recol- 
Mr. ARNOLD. Gentlemen upon this side of 
the H muse desire to spe ik, otherwise l should 


be glad to hear the eloguent gentleman further. 


I listened to the gentleman’s appeal, and granted 
him more than half my time. 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. The gentleman 
certainly is notatraid that I shall move himagainst 
hisown reason. Lask him torecollect that when 
this amendment was before the House, attached 


to another bill, by an understanding with him | 
that amendmeat, and there 


did not spe ik again 
was an understanding that | should haveachance 
to speak here. / 

Mr. ARNOLD. I think I have discharged my 
ezreement. I yi 
{[Mr. Auuison. | 

Mr. ALLISON. Itis not my purpose to make 


ntiieman trom lowa, 
any remarks upon the origi roposition before 


} 
the Hlouse, but only to present a few reasons t 


the House why | believe the amendment I had 


the honor to present a few moments ago shou 
be adopted. ‘The proposition contained in that 
amendment is simt y to Improve what are call ! 
the Upper and Lower rapids of the Mississippi— 
the Lower one at Keokuk, lowa, two hundred 
miles above St. Louis; id the Upper rapiu VO 
hundred miles further up the river. 

The substance of my amendment has receive 


| 
the sanction of the Committee on Roads and 
Canals, the proposition having been before 
committee during the last session of the present 
Congress. ‘The amen ment proposes the 1 ulng 
of $2,000,000 in bonds for the purpose 6f com- 


| 
pleting these two ca round these rapids. Ac- 


i 
neers, | think that sum wiil be very nearly if not 
quite sufficieft to complete both of those 


and place them in such a position that ves 


cording to the careful estimates of competent engt- 


work ; 


seis that 


can navigate the Mississippi during that season of 


the year can pass also around those rapids, It 


is net the purpose of this proposition to take any 
money out of the ‘Treasury of t United States, 
nor Will the effect of the proposition b ich, if 


it} aday d. 
We ony propose to use the credit of the Govy- 


ernment for the purpose of building these canals, 
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and the tolls that are to be received by the Gov- 


erhment itsell will be amply suffi ‘ient, as | be- 
| ty the interest upon that loan, and also 
pay the pri ipal al maturity. 

We have an example in the Ohio river which 
fi us very reliable data as to 
What the eflect of the improvementof the Nlissia- 
sippi river would be. The Louisville | Port- 
land canal, which is in the district of the distin- 
guished gentleman from Kentucky, | Mir. Mat- 
LORY,| has proved to bea paying investment to 
thatcompany. ‘Thatcanal company was organ- 
ized by the Legislature of Kentack y as early as 
1526, and the canal was completed in 1831. Dur- 
tng the peri 1 of twelve years, from 1831 to 1842, 
thatecanal paid divide nds to the stockholders (the 
Government being a large stockholder in the ca- 
nal) varying from six to ten per cent. per annum. 
‘The profits of th company were so large that 
the Le vislature of the State of Kentuck vy al that 
time passed a bill amending the charter of the 
company, and authorizing the individual stock- 
holders to sell their stock at S150 for every S100 
subscribed, and within twe ive years aera 
time that that bill was passed by the Legisla- 
ture of Kentucky and was accepted by the com 
pany, every dollar of the stock, excepting that 
owned by the Government of the United States 
and a few shares to preserve the organizauion, 
was redeemed at one dollar and fifty cents tor 
every dollar. ‘The tolls received by the com- 
pany were then reduced to twenty-five cents per 
ton, and since that time the net tolls on that canal 

ave been about one hundred thousand dollars 
perannum. ‘They are now enlarging it, and for 
that purpose have obtained a loan for $1,600,000, 
aud | hold in my hand a letter from Hon. James 
Guthrie, of Louisville, in which he says that 
they expect that the tolls on the canal, at the 
rate of twenty-five cents per ton, will pay, within 
a period of twenty years, that entire loan, and 
also pay for the repairs necessary to keep up the 
canal. We had requested him to furnish us in- 
formation with reference to the Louisville and 
Portland canal, and in this same letter he states 
that he believes canals built around the Lower 
and Upper rapids of the Mississippiriver would 
prove not ouly profitable to the Government, but 
to any company that might organize for the pur- 
pose of constructing them. 





~ Now, the object of these two canals around 
those rapids of the Mississippi is, first, to enable 
to reach the canal passing through the State 

of Illinois from Alton and St. Louis to Chicago. 
[can say to the gentleman from Illinois who 
has presented this question to the House thathis 
proposition will be of no value whatever to the 
Northwest uoless he accompanies it with a pro- 
ject to improve the rapids of the Mississippi. 
Che great States of lowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota, 

and a portion of Illinois, will virtually be deprived 
of any benefit from this canal unless you also 
enable them to reach the canal at St. Louis by 
improving the rapids, which cannot now be navi- 
gated by vessels of any class forfour months of the 
eason of navigation. Not only that, butan im- 

provement of the rapids of the Mississippi will 
enable vesselsto leave Pittsburg and pass around 


ls 
to the city of St. Paul, nine hundred miles above 
Louis, without changing bulk. ‘They cannot 
do itnow, because during five months of the eight 
eason of navigation the naviga- 


ion of the river above Keokuk 1s almost use- 


Now, I ask gentlemen who r present the great 





castern } es to aid us in reaching the great ratl- 
roads which lead to the Kast by means of these 
water communications extending from St. Paul 


{ by Cairo and the Ohio 
river to Pittsburg. By so doing the people of 
the States of Minnesota, and lowa, and Wiscon- 
sin, and of a large portion of Illinois, may receive 
ome advantages from the main proposition now 
before the Hlouse should it be nea law. But 


: } —_ 
without that the Lilinois canal will be of no prac- 


v | } 
northwestern States 
Iw n ty, dut the tenn ite sllotted to m 
| \ i“ vurt Vy } member trom 
| mos, Nii \ RN LD,} Ul ‘ lo argue the 
! yo endment to 
ppted i ie iii reat national 


hiziuway from St. Paul to the Gr f of Mexico 
(os Is resutiea, 





eet nett eeehatn AEE etal 


4 


sa et 
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and when western produce will again seek a south- 
ern market 
[ have no | ré to detain th 


Llouse further. | 


ent will be adopted and mad 


trust my amendm | 


mart of the thal 


Mr. ARNOLD. Mr. Speaker, | have but a 
word to say on the proposition now t fore the 
House First, in regard to the ability of the 
propo d canal to take through to the lakes the 
vessels-of-war constructed for the Mississippi— 
the best veercla owned by the Government, and 


which did such essential service in taking the 
fortifications at Mobile. ] have the authority of 
the gentleman who constructed those ves 
they can bet 

In re ply to the over 


man from Wiscon 


sels that 
iken through the canal as proposed. 
n made by the gentle- 


» (Mr. Brown,] that there 


Is no security that this appropriation will result 
in the completion of the canal, l have this to say: 
that, by the provi wns of Lhe Dill, Lye fore the 
bonds are delivered to the State of Hlinois, that 
State, ina legal and constitu nal way, 18 to un- 
dertake and contract with the General Govern- 
ment that, for this $5,000,000, the work sha 
completed in the manner porary ded for by law. 
That is to be a solemn contract between the State 
of Illinois and the Federal Government 

] will not detain the i rut longer, md willask 
that the vote be taken on the billand amendments, 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move that the whole sub- 


ject be laid on the tab 

The SPEAKER ordered tellers, and appointed 
Messrs. Antison and Dawson. v 

The House divided; 
ayes 40, noes 73 

So the House refu 
on the table. 

The ques tion wasfirst taken on Mr. ALtison’s 
amendmentto the amendment, and it wa 


and the tellers reported— 


d to lay the whole subject 


adopted, 

‘The question was next taken on Mr. ARNoLD’s 
amendment as amended, and it was adopted. 

‘The bill was then engrossed and read the third 
time. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved the previous question 
on the passage of the bill. ; 
‘The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered, 

Mr. HOLMAN demanded the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill. ; . 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 77, nays 63, not voting 37; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J 
ley, Allison, Anderson, Arnold, Ashley. Baily, 
Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Biain 


Allen, Al 
Augustus, 
, Blow, Boutwell, Boyd, 


Brandegee Cole Thomas T. Davis, Dawes, Deming, Dixon, 
Donnelly, Driggs, Dumont, Eckley, Eden, Eldridge, Eliot, 
Farnsworth, Prank, Garfield, Qooch, Grinnell, Charles M 


Harris, Higby, Asahel W. Hubbard, John Ul. Mubbard, tn 
gersoll, Jenckes, Julian, Praucis W. Kellogg, Knapp, Kuox, 
Litthejohn, Loan, Lougyear, Marviny McBride, MeClurg 
Daniel Morris, Morrison, Norton, Perham, Pomeroy, Price 
William H. Randall, Jolin UH. Rice, Robinsen, Edward UU. 
Rollins, James S. Rollins, Koss, Schenck, Scott, Shannon 
Smiths gy, Stirou 


.; e, Stuart, Tow nd, Upson, Elihu 
B. Washburne, Whaley, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, W ood- 


paid 
pebaii 


bridge, and Worthington —77 

NAY S—Messrs. Ames, Ancona, John D. Baldwin, Blair, 
Bliss, Broomall, James S. Brown, William G. Brown, Chan 
ler. Clay Cobb, Cravens, Dawson, Edgerton, Euglish, Pinek, 
Ganson, Grider, Harding, Harrington, Benjamin G. Harris, 


Herrick, Holman, Hulourd, Hatebins,PhilipdJohoson, Kalb 
fleisch, Keliev, Orlando Kellogg, Kernan, King, Law, La 


zear, Le Blond, Long, Mallory, MeDowell, MeKinney, 
Samuel F. Miller, William H. Miller, Morrill, James R. Mor 
ris, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Noble, Odell, Charles 
O'Neill, John ONeill, Orth, Pendleton, Perry, Pike, Pruyn, 


Radford, IJ. Randall, Seotield, Sloan, 
Stevens, Stiles, Thomas, Wiadswe 
White, William 
nando Wood—t-s 
NOT VOTING — Messrs. Brooks, Ambrose W. Clark, 
Freeman Clarke, Cotfroth, Cox, Creswell, Heury Winter 
Davis, Denison, Griswold, Hale, Hall, Hooper, Hotehkiss, 
William Johnson, Kasson, Marey, MeAllister, Melndoe, 
Middleton, Moorhead, Nelson, Patterson, Alexander H. 
Rice, Rogers, Starr, Jolin B. Steele, William G. Steele, 
Sweat, Thayer, Tracy, Van Valkenburgh, Voorhees, Ward, 
William B. Washburn, Webster, Chilton A. White, and 
Yeaman—37, 


Sonu Sinithers, 


rth, Wheeler, Joseph W. 
Winticld, Ber juin Wood, and Fer- 


So the bill was passed. 


During the roll-call, 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri, stated that Mr. 
Rocers was absent on account of illness. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE demanded the yeas and nays 
on the latter motion; and called for tellers on the 
yeas and nays. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. ELDRIDGE 
ind ALLISON were ippointed. 
The House divided; and the tellers report d— 


‘ 40, noes not counted. 
So the yeas and nays were ords red. 


The qnesuion was taken; and it was decided 


‘ : cae a 
in the afiirmative—yeas 77, nays 63, not voung 


42; as follows: 

VY EAS—Meesrs. James. Allen, William J. Allen, Alley, 
Allison, Anderson, Arnold, Baily. Baxter, Beaman, Biaine, 
Biow, Boutwell, Bova, Ambrose W. Clark, 
Cole, Thomas T. Dav Deming, Dixon, Don 


Drandegee, 


Dawe 


nelly, Driggs, Dumont, Pekley, Eden, Eliot, Parnsworth, 
Prank, Gartield. Go 1, Grinnell, Charles M, Harris, Higby, 
Asahei W. Hubbard, Jolin Ub. Hubbard, Ingersoll, Jenckes, 


Prancis W. Kellogg, King, Knox, Loan, 
MeBride, MeClurg, Daniel Morris, 


ulian, Kass \. 


ir 
Lougyear, Marv 


J >. Morris, Morrison, Norton, Patterson, Perham, 
Pomero I ~ William HE. Randall, John He Riee, Rob 
| I. Rollins, James s. Rollins, Ross, Schenck, 


tf, Shan . Ta, SY ding. Stuart, Towusend, lt 
I iB.W burne, William B. Washburn, Whaley, 





\\ Wilson, Windom, Woodbridge, and Worthing 

NAY S—Messrs. Ames, Ancona, John D. Baldwin, Blair, 
Broomall, James S. Brown, William G. Brown, Chasler, 
Clay, ¢ b, Craveus Y rton, Eldridge, English, 





Finek, Ganson, ! it 
Harris, Herrick, Holtman, Hoalbs 
nh, KK ibthes cl, IK le 


Harrington, Benjamin G 
rd, Hutchins, Philip Joba 








mi ¥, Orlando Kellogg, Kernan, Law, 
Le Blond, Long, Matlory, McDowell, MeKinney, Samuel 
F. M r. Willian TH. Miller, Morrill, Anos Myers, Noble, 
Chartes OCNeiH, John O'Neill, Orth, Pendleton, Perry, 
Pruyn, Radtord, Samuel J. Randall, Seotield, Sloan, Smith 








,mtievens,: =. Phomas, Wadsworth, W heeler, Joseph 
W. White, Walliams, Winfield, B "yaa Wood, Fer 
nando Wood, and Yeaman—63 
NOT VOTING—Messrs. Axhley, 





Augustus C, Baldwin, 

li t Ks, Preeman Clhirke, Cotlroth, Cox, Creswell, 
Heory Winter Davi Denison, Griswold, Hale, all, 
Willitm Johnson, Kuapp, Lazear, 
Litthejoln, Marey, Me Allister, Metndoe, Middieton, Moor 
head, Leonard Myers, Nelson, Odell, Pike, Alexander HL. 
Kiee, Rogers, Starr, Jobu RB. Strecle, William G. Steele, 
Strouse, Sweat, Thayer, Tracy, Van Valkeuburgh, Voor- 
hees, Ward, Webster, and Chilton A. White—42. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table, 

During the roll-call 

Mr. ODELL stated thathe was paired off with 
his colleague, Mr. Warp, 

Mr. PIKE, not being within the bar when his 
name was called, asked leave to vote. 

Mr. ALLISON objected. 

MESSAGE FROM TIE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Hicxey, 


its Chief Clerk, announced that the Senate had 


pusse da concurre ntresolution directing the LLouse 

Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds and 

the Senate Committee on Public Buildings and 

Grounds to inquire into the origin of the fire in 

the Smithsonian Institution, in which he was di- 

rected to ask the concurrence of the House. 
DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. STEVENS. I hope the House will allow 
me totake from the table the deficiency bill forthe 
purpose of moving a non-concurrence in the 
umendment of the Senate and asking fora com; 
mittee of conference, 

Mr. HOLMAN. 1 must object unless I am 
permitted to move that the House concur in that 
amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. STEVENS. I suppose that there will be 
no objection to the gentleman making that mo- 
tion. But I desire to move that the House non- 
concur in the amendment, and ask for a commit- 
tee of conference. 

The SPEAKER. The first question will be 
upon the motion to concur in the amendment of 
the Senate. 

Mr. STEVENS. 


question, 


I now move the previous 


The demand for the previous question was 
seconded, and the main question was ordered. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I call for the reading of the 
amendment in full. 

‘The amendment was read, as follows: 

Strike out the second section of said bill. 


ry. 


The section was read,as follows: 
, 


Be it further enacted, That $38,000 be, and the same is | 


hereby, appropriated to be added to the contingent fund of 
the House, to enable the House of Representatives to fulfill 
the pledge and obligation heretofore made, and the same 
shall be audited and settled on such vouchers as shall be 
produced by the Clerk of the House. 


Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania. Incase the 
motion of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Hot- 
MAN] is voted down, will it then be in order to 
move that the House adhere ? 


The SPEAKER. 
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| of last month. 





’ 

February 2, 
the motion that the House concur is voted down, 
the next question will be upon the motion of 1 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Srevens,] 
that the House insist upon its disagreement, and 
ask the appointmentof a committee of conference, 

Mr. SCHENCK. [ask unanimous consent ty" 
ask an explanation from the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means [Mr. Stevens] of 
some things connected with our appropriatio: 

No objection was made. 

Mr. SCHENCK. My attention has been di- 
rected to this deficiency bill, which seems to stand 
now upon a question of public virtue and econ- 
omy between the Senate and the House, and | 
have been struck with some two or three items 
in the legislative, executive, and judicial appro- 
priation bill which passed this House onthe 19:h 
I find that while there are fifty-two 


| Senators, and one hundred and eighty-nine mem- 


bers and Delegates in this House, there has been 
appropriated for the compe nsationand mileage of 
those fifty-two Senators the sum of $247,430; for 
the mileage and compensation of the one hundred 
and eenty-nine members and Delegates the sum 
of $300,000. Now, by law the compensation and 
mileage of a member of this House arethe same 
as for a Senator. Now, I do not understand this 
matter, and would like to have it explained. 

Again, looking to the incidental expenses, I find 
that the allowance made to the Senate for news- 
papers is $3,000, while the allowance to the House 
is $1,000; being three times as much for fifty-two 
Senators as itis for one hundred and elghty-nine 
members and Delegates. 

Again, l observe that the Senate stationery is 
set down at $17,000, while the stationery for the 
House is set down at $12,000. This may be ac- 
counted for by the fact that they have no limita- 
tion In the Senate upon the amount of stations ry 
to be taken. However that may be, it seems that 
fifty-two men in the Senate are supposed to con- 
sume $17,000 worth of stationery in their corre- 
spondence, while one hundred and eighty-nine 


| members and Delegates in this House consume 


| the Senate is allowed $35,000; the House is al- 


only $12,000. ‘Then for the Congressional Globe 
lowed §29,400, while cue hundred copies of th 
Globe for the House are for the library of the 
House. 

These are some of the discrepancies which are 
apparent, arising out of the question of relative 
economy between the two Houses. And as long 
as we have the question before us 1 would like 
to have these discrepancies explained. 

Mr.STEVENS. The first discrepancy, in re- 
gard to the appropriations for the compensation 


| and mileage of Congress, can be accounted for in 


part by the fact that there was an excess from 
last year’s appropriation for the House. In 
regard to the other discrepancies, in relation to 
incidental expenses for the two Houses, | would 


| state that the matter in regard to stationery and 


newspapers is to be accounted for only in this 
way: when theclerksand the Secretary of the Sen- 
ate make up theiraccounts for the stationery, &c., 
ofthe Senate, the Committee on Finance do not pre- 
sume to scrutinize them, but take those accounts 
as correct. But in the case of the House, when 


| our clerks make up their accounts as they have 


| Shall not have them allowed. 


done, the Senate become furious and say that we 
Members of the 
Senate maintain that that body has never since 
1858 authorized any such expenditure as this out 
of its contingent fund. Now, sir, as controvert- 
ing this position, I desire to state that in the act 
of March 3, 1863, to provide for sundry civil ex- 
penses, the following section, having originated 
in the Senate, was agreed to by the House: 
“Sec. 15. Thatthe Secretary of the Senate be directed to 
pay out of the contingent fund for such extra messengers, 
pages, laborers, aud services for the Senate during the pres 


i! ent session as the Committee to Audit and Control the 
| Contingent Expenses of the Senate may approve and di- 


It will not be in order. If | 


‘” 


rect. 

1 hope the vote will now be taken, and that we 
shall insist on our disagreement. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask the 
gentleman’s attention to one fact. I understand 
from the Secretary of War that at the present 
time not a single dollar can be expended from his 
Department for the sickand wounded soldiers in 


| our hospitals because of the delay in the passage 


of this bill. 
Mr. STEVENS. So far as that subject is con- 
cerned, 1 look upon the action of the Senate as an 


; 
3 
$ 
4 
£ 
3 


AE esate 8 





us 
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oN- 
an 


Ne So RENTS aD oe, 


tel 3 


at If the sick and wounded soldiers are 
' led for Lm ould justly rest v 
the 3 But Ltake it for g 1 that thi 
House, after what has been done, will never con- 
sent to indon its determination to adher » the 
item which the Senate now proposes to strike 
out. 

Mr. HOLMAN demanded the yeas and nays 
oO} motion to concur in theamendment of the 
Ne 


Nii W ASHI 3U R NE, « f Illinois, dl manded 
t rs on ordering the ye ta nays. 

fellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wasu- 
BURNE, Of Illinois, and PenpLeTron, were ap- 


‘The House divided; and the tellers reported— 


So the yeas and nays were ordered. 
‘The question 


le Negauive—ye 


was taken; and it was decided in 


47, nays 83, not voting 52; as 


YE AS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Baily, Augustus 
C. Baidwin, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, 
Boutwell, Brandegee, Broomall, Ambrose Ww. lark, Cobb, 
Cole, Grinuell, Llarding, Harrington, Hig i Himan, Asa 
hel W. Hubbard, Hulburd, Julian, Orlando Kellogg, Ker 
nan, King, Loan, Samuel F. Miller, Morrill, Daniel Morri 
Norton, Perham, Pike, Price, Edward HL. Rollins, Scotield, 
Sloan, Smith, Spalding, Upson, Elihu B. Washburne, Wil 
liam B. Washburn, Wheeler, Wilson, Windom, Wood 
bridge, and Worthington—47. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, An 
coua, Anderson, Ashley, Blow, Boyd, James 5. Brown, 
Clay, Cox, Cravens, Heury Winter Davis, Dawes, Dawson, 
Deming, Dixon, Driggs, Dumont, Eckley, Edgerton, Eld 
ridge, Kitiot, Farnsworth, Finck, Ganson, Garfield, Grider, 
Griswold, Hall, Benjamin G. Harris, Charlies M. Harris, 
Herrick, John H. Uubbard, Ingersoll, Jenckes, Philip 
Johuson, Kasson, Kelley, Franeis W. Kellogg, Kuapp, 
Knox, Law, Le Blond, Long, Longyear, Marvin, MeBride, 
McClurg, McDowell, McKinney, William H. Miller, James 
RK. Morris, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Odell, Charles 
O'Neill, John O'Neill, Orth, Pendleton, Pomeroy, Pruy 
Radford, Samuel J. Randall, William Il. Randal, Robin 
son, Ross, Schenek, Seott, Shannon, Smithers, Stev “8, 
Stiles, Strouse, Townsend, Van Valkenburgh, WI y; 
Jose S W. White, Williams, Wilder, Wintield, Be ssaimia 
Wwe Fernando Wood. and Yeaman—83, 

Nor VOT ae -Messrs. Arnold, Blair, Bliss, Brooks, 
William G. Brown, Chanler, Freeman Clarke, Coffroth, 
Creswell, Thomas ‘I’. Davis, Denison, Donnelly, Eden, 
English, Frank, Gooch, Hale, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Hutch 
ins, William Johnson, Kalbfleiseh, Lazear, Litthejohn, 
M illory, M rey, MeAllister, MeIndoe, Middle ton, Mo Of 
head, Morrison, Nelson, Noble, Patterson, Perry, Alexan 
der H. Rice, Jolin H. Rice, Rogers, James 8. Rollins, Starr, 
John B. Steele, William G. Steele, Stuart, Sweat, Tl 





iver, 


Thomas, Tracy, Voorhees, Wadsworth, Ward, Webster, . 


and Chiiton A, White— 
So the House refuse wa to concur in the amend- 
ment of the Senate. 

The question recurring on the motion that the 
House insist on its disagreement and ask a com- 
mittee of conference, it was agreed to. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 


just taken; and also moved that the motion to re- 


eonsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STEYENS. I had intended to ask that 
the iH suse resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union on the naval ap- 
propriation bill, but the hour is late. I therefore 
male a motion, to which I suppose there will be 
no objection, that we proceed to the consideration 
of the business on the Speaker’s table. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

VENTILATING HALLS OF CONGRESS 

The concurrent resolution of the Senate relative 
to the ventilation and improvement of the Halls 
of Congress was taker from the Speake r’s table, 
and, on motion of Mr. Wasuburve, of Illinois, 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 


Grounds. 
FIRE AT SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 
7. he SPE A K ER also |: rid before the House the 


followin: g& me ssace from the Senate: 
In Senate UniTed States, February 2, 1865. 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives 
eoncurring,) That the Committee on Publie Buildings and 
Grounds of the Senate, conujointly with the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds of the House, be, and they are 
hereby, directed to inquire into the origin of the fire by 
Which the Smithsonian Institution building and the valu 
able deposits therein were, on Tuesday, the 24th day of 
January, in whole orin P irt ae ; he approximate loss 
tothe Governmentandt rivate persons; the means nece 
sary to preserve the rem Linins z portions of said building and 
its contents from further injury ; and such other facts in con 
nection therewithas may be of public interest, and to report 
by bill or otherwise. 





The concurrent resolution was passed. 


ASYLUM FOR INSANE. 


The SPEAKER » lnid before the House the 
amendment of the Senate to Hou bill No. 644, 
to extend to certain persons in the employ of the 


Government the benefits of the Asylum for Insan¢ 
in the District of Columbia, as follow 
Insert: ** During the continuance of the rebe 


The amendment was concurred in, 


ACTING ASSISTANT TREASURERS. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House the 
amendments of the Senate to HHouse bill No. 689, 
to provide for Acting Assistant Treasurers or de- 
p ySitaries of the I ! ( IS ifeS in ce rtal ca .. 


Mr. STEVENS moved that le be referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Me: 

The motion was agreed to. 

IILITARY ACADEMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The SPEAKER also lai . before the House an 
» Llouse bill No. 621, 
making appropriations for ot supportof the Miuli- 
tary Academy for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1866. 

Mr. BLAINE. Mr. Speaker, I will make a 
statement and then make amotion. ‘The House 
made anamendment tothe West Poin t appropri- 
ation bill, as it came from the Committee ot Ways } 
and Mr: ans, nealing the law of the last year, 
which took away from the President and Secre- 
tary of War the power to send back a cadet who 


was dismissed from West Point under any cir- 
cumstances unless the cadet could have the recom- 
mendation of the academic board. The House 
repeale d that provi n in the West Point Acad- 
emy appropriation bill, leaving it where it has 
been ever since the foundation of West Point. 


The Senate disagree to that repe al. Il move to 


amendment of the Senate 


K foracommiuttee 


move d to concur. 


N RIT 
Me WASH IRNE, of Illinois, demanded 





The latter motion was agreed to. 


CATION OF COLOR. 

also laid before the Tlouse 
Senate bill No. 62, to remove all disq ialification 
of color in carrying the mail; which was read a 
first and second time. 


Mr. ALLEY moved that 


The SPEAI Ki R 
~~) 


ie bill be put on its 


Me ROSS moved that the House do now ad- 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The bill, which was read, provides that here- 
after no person by reason of color shall be dis- 


qualified Irom em} ryment In carrying the mails 
i i J 





’ 
and that all acts 1 parts of acts establishing 
such disqualification, especially tl venth sec- 
tion of the rep a 

Mr. AL willmerely stat 
that th 1 law for wl i 
repr | aetiticnn have been sent from all parts of 
the country. It has passed the Senate almost 
unanimously,and wasconsidered | y the Comn 
tee on the Po — »and Po Roads informa VY, 
and agreed t 1 I was dire ted, as its chair- 


man, to move thal it vD put on its | issage when 
it wast iche f 
Mr. FINCK. Iw 





t ite, one member 
of the Committee on the Fk UOiiice and } 

} } | t 4 r t ) i 
Roads, that the bill did not receive my concur- 


rence, 

Mr. ALLEY. I did not say that it | 1 re- 
ceived the unanimous concurrence of the ¢ 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 11 
demand the ; 

‘The House divide U3 and there we re—a yes 6 I, 
noes 15; no quorum \ ting. 





Mr. STILES. I mov tthe Ho do now 
ad rm 

' cs F : 

i e | r. a di \ on | | iis 
aye iV, ! is 


Mir. ANCONA called for tellers 
it iers were ordet d; an { Mr. 
Mr. ALLey were appointe 


ANCONA and 


THE CONGRE SSION: \L GLOBE. o71 


and the tellers reported— 


the m nh was agreed to. 


And thereu n (at four ¢ *k and twenty 


minutes, p.m.) the Llouse adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Frivay, February 3, 1865. 

Prayer by Rev. B. H. Napat, D. D. 
‘TheJournal of y: terdayw sre idandapproved, 
MESSAGE FROM TUE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that 
the Hlouse had passed the following bills, in 
Which it re quest d the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (1. R. No. 728) to pay to each of the 


o i 


surviving soldiers of the Revolution, five in num- 


ber, Whose names are on the pension rolls, $300 
annually as a gratuity,in addition to the pension 
now paid them; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 322) to construct a ship- 
canal for the passage of armed and naval vessels 
from the Mis ippiriver to Lake Michigan, and 
for other purpo — 

The message also announced that the House 
had passed without amendment the bill (S. No. 
225) for the relief of certain friendly Indians of 
the Sioux nation in Minnesota, and a bill (S. No. 
234) for the relief of Louis Roberts 

‘The message further announe d thatthe House 
had concurred in the amendment of the Senate 
to the bill (LU. R No. 644) to ext nd to certain 
persons in the emp oy of the Government the 
benefits of the Asylum for the Insane in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; a in the resolution of the 
Senate for a joint inquiry by the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds of the two Llouses 
into the origin of the fire at the Smithsonian In- 
stitution on the 24th of January. 

The message also announced that the House 


non-concurre inthe amendments of the Senate to 


the bill (H. » No. 


621) making appropriations 
for the a of the Military Academy for the 
year ending the 304 h of June, 1866, insisted on 
its non-concurrence, and asked for a conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two THlouses, and 
appointed Messrs. J. G. Buaiwe of Maine, R. 
Matiory of Kentucky, and G. 5S. Orru of (n- 
diana, managers on its part 
The message also announced that the House 
on-coneurred in the amendment of the Senate to 
the bill (EL. R. No. 709) to supply deficiencies to 
the appropriations for the service of the fiscal 
year ending the 30th ef June, 1865, insisted on 
its non-concurrence, and asked for a conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses, aad 
had appointed Messrs. 'T’. Stevens of Pennsyl- 
vania, G. H. Penpieton of Ohio, and J.S. Mor- 
RILL of Vermont, managers at the conference on 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 
The VICE PRESIDENT Idid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the > cretary of War 
transmitting, In compliance witha resolution of 


the Senate of January 12, 1865, a statement of 
the amounts paid by that Department for attor- 
ne i i! el fees durit r the fj il year end- 
ing . » 30, 1864, and from that period to Jauu- 
al 





IBULL. I believe there are now 
re onse from all the Secretaries to th at re u 
tion, but I am not quit sure, 

Mr. GRIMES. Is there one from the Attor- 


Nr. PRUMBULL. I am not certain whether 
there } not ] desi t toni the 
! m ie tye ( of 1) 
Mr GRIMES W \ ney Gen 
1 iin the resolut 
Mr. TRUMBULL. H Inded in the 
ré itior If they t , | move that 
t ymimuye mm ( { 
Lh MOUOT V ee 
IOUSE I] | | j ED 
: | (HI. R. No. 723) to pay to each of the 
. , five in nume- 
TOL, $300 
a y ‘ ty, dition to the peusion 
»w allowed em, W read twice by its title, 
7 j re Ltot C Pe nsions. 


a Se ees 
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NIAGARA FALLS CANAL. 
The bill (H. R. No. 126) to cor 


struct a ship- 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 
referred to the Comunitte i 
Mr. MORRILL. | suze tt 
ry to the Committee on Commer 
The VICE PRESIDENT. | 

motion. 

Mr. MORRILL motion that the 
bill be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
TRUMBULL. Such measures have here- 
vone to the Committee on Milit ry Affair 
They have had charge of the subject, and 
Saale this bill d better tale eu tal course 

Mr. MORRILL ls ita military measure ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Ys t 
measure, for the purpr Te yr ion, 

Mr. GRIMES. If it should go to any com 


mittee other than the Committee on Comme: 


tofore 








it ought to be the Committee on Naval Affeirs, | 
stbmit, for the biil 1s to construct a canal, ond if 
itis for military purposes it is for the transporta- 
tion of vessels from one lake to another through 
a canal. 

Mr. MORRIL bo. The title of the bill is to 
construct aship-« 

Mr. GRIMES. L have no doubt it ought to go 
to the Committee on Comment 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Main 





eto re I 
the bill to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr rRUMBULL I nnot part ilar as to 
the direction the bill hall take. It ist rt, | WwW 
ever, a new question in the Senate. Our Com- 
mittee on Milita Affairs have had it under con- 
sideration and LT think have a bill now pending 
before them on this very subject, and they have 
once made areport upon thi question. A part of 
this palbieit s there now, not this precise bill, but 
a bill very similar to it; and that being the ea 


J] thought the whole subject had best go to that 
committee together. If the Committee 
merce desires to take jurisdiction on it, it would 
be bette: to discharcet 1° Committee on Military 
Affairs from the consideration of the bill which 


on Com- 


they already have, and upon which they have 
taken action. 
Mr. MORRILL. It strikes me that the mens- 


ure should stand on much higher grounds than 
that. Ifthis wasamatter of defense 
of the necessity of the 


frowing out 
war, | could understand 
why it should go to the Military 
Affairs, but upon no othergrounds whatever. If 
it is a matter aff 
try, it 
Unies ‘stion where an obvious military 
necessity of = country requires that the me ‘ 
should be entered upon at this time, I 
it is not a question for the 
Afiairs. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The measure undoubt- 
edly partakes of both characters. It is of the 
highest commercial importance that these canals 
should be constructed, but lL dono 
ure stands entirely 


Committee on 
cung the commerce of the coun- 
should go to the Committee on Commerce. 
sitis a qu 
isure 
submitthat 
Committee on Military 


i think the meas- 
upon commercial grounds, 
It is also of very great unportance in a military 
pointot view for the defense of the northern front- 
icr. Lam not sure what committee reported it 
in the other House; perh: ips they had a special 
commitice on the ae ; butin this body, here- 
tofore, it has always been taken ch: arge of by the 
Committee on Mi litary Affairs, at least for two 
sessions tomy knowledge, and a report was once 
made by that committee. It seems to me that | 
the committee which has been investigating the | 
subject and has it under consideration at this time 
is the proper committee to take charge of the 
whole subject, and that is the reason w hy [think 1) 
this bill should go to the Military Committee. 
Although the measure partakes of a commercial 
character, and it might be y 


very proper to give it 
in chi arge to the C 


Committee on Commeres », italso 


| 
| 





MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND LAKE MICHIGAN 
The bill (HI. R. No. 3222) to con 


N CANAL, 


struct a shitp- 


canal for the passage of armed and naval vessels 
from the i lisst $Slppivi rto Lake Mie ie in, and 
for other purposes, w read twier by its title, and 
relerred lo Lint Commi tee ol Miulit wy All irs. 


MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 

On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, the Senate in- 
sisted on its amendments to the bill (H.R. No. 
621) making appropriavions forthe sn Ippor f the 
Military Academy for the year ending the 30th of 
June , 1866, and 
for by the [louse of Repre 


igreed to the conference asked 


sentatives on the dis- 
avreeing votes of the two Hlouss 

The VICE PRESIDEN was authorized to 
appoint the ¢ le Senate; 


’ 


rs. Howe, Harris, and 


nferees on the part of tl 


Lime DRICKS. 

DEFICIENCY BRILL. 
ition of Mr. SHERMAN, the Senate in- 
sisted on its amendment to the bill (AH. R. No. 
709) to supply deficiencies in the appropriati ms 
service of the fiseal year ending the 30th 
, 1865, and agreed to the conference asked 
House of Representatives on the dis- 
arreeinge votes of the two Houses. 

The VICE PRESIDENT 
appoint the conferees on the 
and he appointed Messrs. 
RippLe. 


On m 


for thie 
of June 


for by the 


was authorized to 
part of the Senate; 
CLarkk, Grimes, and 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr.GRIMES. I present the petition of J. W. 
Arnold semployed 
in the Wast hington nay vs 
may be b 
lieve that 


diem clerk 
ard, who pray that they 
[ be- 


hitherto been re- 


indseveral other pei 


y law created permanent clerks. 
such petitions have 
ferred to the Committee on 
ion, and I therefore 


j at this ses- 
move that this petition be 
referred to that committee, 

: vreed to. 
Ir. MORGAN presented the memorial of Ed- 
eden S, praying that investi- 


a 
bhe motion was a 
r 


Mi Donald Ri ynoid 


gation may be made into the causes of his dis- 
missal from the service as captain in the Marine 
c “3 ; which was referred to the Committee on 


aval YAR: urs 

— RAMSEY presented the petition of mili- 
tary ol flicers in the militar y Service of the Un ited 
State » preying for an increase of compensation; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. MORRILL presented the petition of citi- 
zens of Washington city, residents on Maryland 
avenue, east of the Capitol, praying for the im- 
prove mentoft Capitol and 
Camp Barry; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. WILSON, I desire to take up a few mo- 
ments of the time of the 
tion of Senate bill No. 408. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Lhope we shall be allowed 
to make reports from committees. 

Mr. WILSON. I have waited for four days 
to take up this bill, which must be passed in ten 
days if we are to act upon itatall. Itis the bill 
to amend the enrollment act. 

The VICE PRESIDEN 
mittees are in order, 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. COLLAMER, from the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of the citizens of Youngstown, 
Ohio, praying that the railroad from Youngstown, 
Ohio, te Sharon, Pennsylvania, may be declared 


said avenue between the 


wn Military Affairs 


Senate in the considera- 


. Re ports from com- 


|} a mail route,asked to be discharged from its fur- | 


ther consideration; which was agreed to. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 
wus referred a bill (S. No. 413) to establish a cer- 


| tain post road, reported it with amendments. 


partakes ofa military character, and is put on both || 


grounds, 
Mr. MORRILL. [ make no allusion to the 
bill whatever with any positive purpose. 
no opinion as to the character of the bill. 
ply make the 
miotion® 
The VICE 


Ihave 
l Siini- 
l now withdraw my 


PRESIDENT. 


surgestion, 


The bill will be 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairsand || 


the Malitia. 


\ 


He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a bill (S. No. 407) to authorize the 


| establishment of ocean mail steamship service be- | 


| tween the United Stages and China, reported it | 


with amendments. 
Mr. POMEROY, 


. 
Claims, 


from the Committee on 
William Hlarding, praying for compensation for 
services as a soldier in the war of 1812, asked to 
be discharged from its further 
which was agreed to. 





to whom was referred the petition of 


consideration; 


_ THE CONGRESSION Al, GL OBE. 


_Febrnary 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. MORRILLasked, and by unanimous eon. 
sent obtammed, leave to introduce a bill (S. N 
$26) to amend an actentitied **An aet to at 
section nine of the act approved July 17, ixge 
entitled ‘An actto define the pay and emoltrnse 
of certain officers of the Army. nnd for othe: pire 
poses;’”’ approved April 9, 1864; which was read 


twice ‘by its title, and referred to the Committe: 


and the Militia. 
AMENDMENT OF ENROLLMENT ACT, 


Mr. WILSON. I now renew the motion to 
take up Senate bill No. 408. I think we can dis- 
ose of itin.a few moments. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Would that displace the 
resolution which was under considerauion yester- 
we ? 

It would. 
cannot consent to any- 


uy 


> VICE PRESIDENT. 
Me TRO MBULL. |! 
thing which will displace that measure. | am 
willing that this bill shall be taken up if it does 
not di spl lace that, and it can be done by uuaiil- 
ae ie ediaae 

Mr. WILSON. I should like to take up this 
bil now. I think we can dispose of it before one 
It willtake prob bly buta few moments, 
and itis of great importance, if it is ever to ve 
icted upon, that it should be acted on at once. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. What is it? 

Mr. WILSON. It is Senate bill No. 408, in 
addition to the several enrolling and 
calling out the national forces, and for ather pur- 
{ One or two provisions of it are of very 
greatimportance; and asthe draft is to take piace 
in the middle of thismonth, | cousideritof much 
more eee than the question concerning the 
f the Presidential votes. In my opin- 
ton, it is of more Consequence now to get soldiers 
than to do anything else, for | understand that 
what is going on at teas pre sent time has stopper 
enlistments all over the country, and it may be t 
[think we had better soar. 


, 


o* lock. 


acts. for 


Ose, 


counting of 


our disadvantage. 
selves right. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If the order of the day 
can be informally laid as ide for the purpose of 
taking up this bill I will not object. 

Mr. WILSON. I agree to tha’. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. What is the sug- 
gestion? 

Mr. ‘TRUMBULL. If the order of the day 
ean be informally laid aside 
place | wilt not object toa temporary interference 
with it. 

Mr. WILSON. I make that motion, that the 
order of the day be laid aside informally with a 
view to take up this bill. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill (S. No. 408) in addition to the several 
acts for enrolling aud calling out the national 
forces, and for other purposes. 

Mr. WILSON. The Committee on Military 
Affairs have reported the bill withanamendment 
in the form of a substitute, and therefore Ido not 
think it necessary to read the original bill; and I 
suggest, unless its reading be called for by some 
Senator, that the substitute only be read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The reading of 


the original bill will be dispensed with if there be 


é 
i! 
li 


so as not to lose its 


| no objection, and the amendment only be read. 


The Chair hears no objection. 

‘The Secretary read the amendment, which was 
to strike outallof the original bill after the enacting 
clause and to Insert the following in lieu thereof: 


That from and after the passage of this act, any person 
enrojled and liable to be dratted, may be accepted as a sub 
stitute for a dratted person, and such dratted person shall 
be exempt from service for such time as tie substitute shall 
be held to service under the terms of his enlistment. 

Sec. 2. wind be it further enacted, Tiiat no person owing 
military service shall be exempted from liability to perforin 
the same on account of furnishing a substitute for the 
Navy, unless the substitute is presented in person to the 
board of enrollinent by which the prineipal is enrolled, and 
is accepted by said board of enrollment. 

Sec. 3. dnd be it further enacted, ‘hat any recruiting 
agent, substitute broker, or other person, who shall enlist, 
or cause to be enlisted, as a volunteer or substitute, any 
insane person or person in a condition of intoxication, or 
a deserter from the military or naval serviee, knowing him 


to be such, or who shall defraud or deprive any volunteer 

or substitute of any portion of the State, local, or United 
| States buunty to which he may be entitled, shall, upon 
' conviction by any court-martial or military commission, be 

fined not exeveding $1,000, or imprisoned not exceeding 

two years, or both, at the discretion of sueh court-martial 
{i or military commission. 
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Sec. 4. and be it further enacted, That any officer who 
a} f the military or naval sery nt United 
= rom tld sery oie 1 person, of 
I ' re 

; i i i i 

5 i in t i 

t enacted, That all State and 

s \ ! 1) 

t naval servi 

i cole 

ist is \ 1 iti 
ubstitute ; One third at the ex ition of halt the 
ru service 5 and one third att expiration of the term 
of such service, unless sooner discharged by reason ot 
Ww nis rec ed in battle. And in ise of his death while 
l \ er jue of his bouuty paid shall be paid 
t s Widow, if heshall have lefta widow; if not, to his 


hi 
children, or, if there be none, to his mother, Il sue be a 


sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the remainder of 
he term of service of any person who shall hereatter enter 
the military or naval service asa volunteer ordratted man, 
and shall desert therefrom, or be discharged by reason ot 
physical disabiily, existing prior to suchentry into service, 


shall be added to the ammount Ob sery due trom the ds 
trictto which such volunteer or dratted man shall have been 
credited, and the same shall be filled up trom such district 
l listipent or dratt 

Sec. 7. dad he it further enacted, That, in addition to 
the other lawtul penalties of the crime of desertion trom 
the military or naval service, all persons Wiro have d 

ried the military or naval service ot the United States, 
Whosihall not uru to said service or reporttiemseives to 
“@ provest tn Hail Within sixty days atter the passage ol 
this act, shall be deemed and taken to have voluutarily re 





inquished and torteited (heir rights ofeitizeusiitp, ane heir 


rights to boeome citizens; and such deserters shall be tor 
ever incapable ot tding any oflice of trustor protitunder 
the United States, or of exercising any ot the rights of ctt- 
izens thereof, and all persons who shall hereatter de t 


the military or naval service shall be liable to the penaities 


of this section, 


Sec. & dud be it further enacied, That the President 
is hereby authorized and required forthwith, ou the pa 
sage of this act, to issue his proclamation setling forth the 


provisions Of lie preceding sec uon. 


Mr. HENDRICKS. 


ator trom Massachus« 


] will appe al to the pen- 


tts to allow this bill to be 


made the special order of the day for to-morrow 
ere cae ie ee ak dishes uch. Id 
at this hour. It will not delay it much, do not 


know how it is with other Senators, but thi 
‘y of this measure had escaped my ob- 


on, and it Is a subject in which the coun- 
try feels a very sensitive interest 


‘Mr. WILSON. 


ing by the consent of the Senator from Illinois 


I have called it up this morn- 


, 
with the understanding that it should not displace 


his measure; and Lam willing, having called the 


py > 


attention of the Senate to the bill, to letit go over 
until to-morrow, In the hope that we shall then 
take it up and act upon it and finish it. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. 1 am much obliged to 
the Senator 


; or. 
Mr. WILSON. I make that motion. 
The motion was agreegl to. 


BRIDGE ACROSS THE OHIO RIVER. 
Mr. POWELL. 


ing and 
up Senate bill No. 392, supplementary to an act 
approved July 14, 1562,entitled **An act to estab- 
lish certain post roads.’? The object of the billis 
to authorize the construction ofa railway bridge 
across the Olio river at the falls. My object in 
desiring to take up the bill now is to make tt the 
special orderfor Monday next at one o’clock. | 
do not wish to press its consideration to-day. 
The motion to take up the bill was agreed to. 


Mr. POWELL. I now move that its further 
consideration be postpened to and made the spe- 
cial order of the day for Monday next at one 

’ . 
o’clock, 


‘The motion wasagreed to by atwo-thirds vote. 


Mr. COLLAMER. I desire to make another 
bill for another bridge across the Olio river the 
special order of the day at the same time with the 
one mentioned by the Senator from Kentucky. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator 
indicate the bill? 

Mr. COLLAMER. It is Senate bill No. 413, 
which | reported this morning, to establish acer- 
tain post road, to authorize the construction of 
the Covington and Cincinnati bridge. I moveto 
take up that bill with a view of making it the spe- 
cial order for Monday also. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I now move that its fur- 
ther consideration be postponed to and made the 
special order of the day for Monday next at one 
o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 


[ move to postpone all pend- 
prior orders for the purpose of taking 


| 
| 
| 


| 


i 


| 
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METROPOLITAN RAILROAD. 
{r. DIXON. I move that the Senate proceed 


to the consideration of Senate bill No. 411, to 
amend an act entitied ** A ict to 4 te th 
Viel litan Reale 1 ¢ 1) f 
of Columbia.’ I cit t vm 
mi sto co } 

Phe motion vy r 1 to 1 s . 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded. to con- 
sider the bill. It yn po esto amend t act to ine 
corporate the Metropolitan Railroad Company in 
the District of Columbia, ipproved Ju y 1, 1564, 


in the first sectton by striking out all after the 
words *faione H streetnorth to Seventeenth street 
west, intersecting the double-track road,’’ and in- 


serting: 











Also adouble or single-track railway,commencing atthe 
intersection of D street 1 hi do Pour-and-a-lalt street 
West, along Pour-and-a-half street west to the gate 
arscnal; a i i \ ra ib raul 
! nz att I t Ninth street we I 
Wiaslington ca i ry N th et west to M street 

rib, along M street nerth to Twellth street west, and 

ong Tw ii vest tot Wastin 1ca i and 
Miary 1 ay i I ' yi or 
sing { ra 

tion of MM I il al y 
Miussachuscltts a mw to | Lom ry WA street 
Liew la lhe Cirei j ri’ 4 x or Lilie i 

’ chr | wy IN i K x ‘ 
wross the | reaver R x ek to Water street, Georg 
town, along Water street in G y wh to Montwomery 
street, along Moutgomer reet to Gay street, and along 
ty ! j t ka t ll ‘ i, 
with pris ” extending at \ ey OW 
nop i from Seve t W ) ( ) 
frou the p ent termi tid road on A streets ! 
uong treet t t t ee | ’ first stree 
‘ to Past Cay t x] Cay bat to Ninth 

ist ao Ni I ts with 
tie right to run y 1 iriwi 1 ( 
power, receiving therefor at fiares exceeding ¢ 
cents per passenge vt ice t v ithe tes 
of ei ol t \ \ ! 
‘ tid t it \ 5 i \ er ' i ad 
main vai iV Luka nu ‘ re 1 rrail 
ways: Proe I t i i inaainet i tthe said 
road sii " i ii ) YubaliGlis OF Llie Cily 
‘ Wa i ’ \ p ( Se 

Li cond 1} S to amend clion 
eight of tof rpol » by riking out 
t vords §* { | d yu id ra,”’ 

Phe third ( mT ) 3 toa nd yn 
eveit hol ( te l } I ! raS Lo iOW 
Lie corpol } t Irom Chie date of the 
ipprova of thi I VN I toco et the rali- 
\ \ys iere t i lt ut il ved ith Clie 
a oO Whi itd arn linernt 

Th i Cc pot {¢ } Leh twen- 
ty-sec { tron fi I moby 
Striking ¢ { voras ** at the rate ol twently-liv 
for o lollar.”? 

The first amendment of the Committee on the 
District of Columbia was in lane twenty-five of 


” 
to 


section one onizgomery street 


in each place where it occurs, and insert ** Green 
street.”’ 
‘The amendment was agreed to. 


Th | t 
The nextamendment wasin lit 


‘ ” 
of section two,to insert §* $1,000,000 as the caup- 
ital stock of the company. 

rr} P P ; i <oe zn 

The amendment Was agreed Lo, 

FF} e neXt ame ndmie nt was to add the fo | »W or 


proviso to section two; 
Provided, That the director f said Metropolitan Rail 
road Company shall have power to require the subscribers 


to the capitals Atopay th anournt y them respectively 





datsuch time, ia such manner, and in such is 


stlbosct 

stallinents as they may deem proper; and itany stockholder 
shall refuse or neglect lo pay any tustallinents, as requires 
by a resolution of the board of dit tors, after reasouabl 
notice ol the same,t s Lf board of dit t may torteit 
said stock and all previous payments thereou forthe u 
said corp ration, nuder such general regulations as may be 
adopted in the by-laws of said corporation, or may sue for 


and collect the same in any court ot Competent jurisdiction 


Mr. FARWELL. I do not know that I un- 


derstand that propositione ntuirely, but it seems to 
me to be rathera harsh measure. If lLunderstand 
itaright, aman may pay in three fourths of the 
amount of his stock, and if he fails to pay the 
balance itis all lost. 1 suggest to the chairman 
of the committee that there should be a provision 
that it might be sold. 

Mr. DIXON. This provision is one that has 
been customary tn other acts of incorporation, but 
it happened to be omitted in this charter, | sup- 
pose by accident. 

Mr. CONNESS. 
again. 

The Secretary read the amendment. 


Mr. CONNESS. This is an extraordinary 


Let the amendment be read 


al 


e 


provision, ‘The managementof the corporation, 


with a provision of that kind could, to use a 
; , 
Land pot »8quevrze out wl m they pleased. 


Lever N SU Uproy any charter. It 


may ‘ ined 3 me laws providing for the 
wl « } Ds t the g eral and 

I Ve eg ru I that delin- 
‘ nts ‘ t Lil il ct t ive their 
k sold; that pu notice of the delin- 

qu y to the stockholders, and a time fixed 
within which they shall be required to pay, af 
then the assessments shall remain unpaid, as 
many hares of the stock shall be sold as will 
pay the assessment due, not the entire stock 


rcrifl dl, 

aN ee : . 

he provision is objectionable and obnoxious 
in another sense, that you deprive a man of his 
property without giving him his day in court, 
Without giving him an opportunity to appear. I 
have no amendment prepared to meet the case, 


but It is clear that the provision as itis should 


not pa It is investing the management of the 
corporation with the power to Mduce parties to 
take stock, and then confiscate it almost at their 


pueasul 


ct. 
Mr. DIXON. I have no objection to any 


amendment which shall carry out the views of 
the Senator from California, providing for the sale 
of the stock. It will amount in fact to the same 


ine. ‘This is not such a great wrong as the 


Sel (lor suppose 8. A man subscribes for stock; 
he a nes to pay for it; he declines to pay his 
\ men lt is not very uncommon to say in 
hea that the stock shall be forfeited. If it 
valuable enough for the owner to pay the 


instailmeits on it, of course It cannot be worth a 
vreat deal, Ins 
tallments and redeem his stock. But 


at the same time Lam _ perfectly 


ich a case, all he has to do ts to 


atisied with an 


mendment Woich tie Senator may propose, pro- 
viding for a sale of the stock on public notice, 
Suppose we make the clause read thus: 

li any stockholder ll refuse or neglect to pay any 
installment as required by a resolution of the board of di 
reel ter reasonable notiee of th ime, the said board 

a thay se tid st sal public GUction aller giving 
' 

Would t y the Senator ? 

Mr. CONNES Sven that would not be 
enough, Itis impossible to improvise here an 

mendment providing the new ary conditions, 
Lhe SI ck shi i | not only hoe required t »>be old 


it auction, but no greater part of the deli quent 
sary to pay 


Mr. DINON. Of course that would f 


} , 
hOuOW, 


vmuld b id than was neces 


it would not follow un- 
8 it was provided for. Itisths business of the 
Senators to improvise important amendments like 


at the ir desk Be deed itcannot be done. I 


would sugvest,as has been suggested by a Sena- 


t nmy right, that astock lder may have paid 
t i it to the ext nt of two thirds of the 
umount requir ! for full payment of the sto¢ k, 
1 then he may die, and it will be in the power 
Live tt in to ifi ite that stock and de- 


} y of his heirs and lis successors 
th it, In the State where | live these provisions 
tre always contained in and required by the gen- 

il ration laws of the State. 

Mr. DIXON. The Senator will see that notice 
is already required. The provision is that after 
refusal to p iy the installments as re quired by the 
board of directors, after reasonable notice of the 

me, the board may forfeit the stock. If the 
Senator will consent that the other amendments 
shall be proceeded with, I think that [ can in 
a moment draw an amendment which will suit 
him on thispoint. Let this amendment be passed 
over informally for that purpose. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The amendment 
will be passe d over for the present. 

The next amendment was to add to the fifth 

tion the words ** at the rate ef sixteen for the 


dollar,’’ so as to make the section read: 


Ol 


That the twent econd t ! ind hereby ts, 
ameuded b triking out the w I ol twenty 
five for one dollar,” and inserting tie words “ at the rate 


yf sixteen for the dollar 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DIXON Now let the bill be laid aside 
informally that | may prepare the amendment to 
which I referred. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. That will be done. 
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seems to take entire Senate will not 


rust, therefore, the 
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i atti anal dh 
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ulopt the motion of the Senator from Mis ri, 
it W ro 1 with the ; 
Mr. GRIMES. | | ) 
i n of which S f 1 | 
\y i { ( ii 43? GO ‘ i 


ie VICE PRESIDENT. It will. 
Mr. GRIMES. I desire to say to the Senatoy 
from Missouri that there is no bill that I would 
more readily vote to proceed to the consider ( 





l 


ane eee ' 
of than that which he desires the Senate to ¢ 
ler this morning, except the measure that t] 


Senator from Illinois has in charge. I believs € 
nearly everybody agrees that something shou!d t 
done inregard to that subj ct between now ai 


next Wednesday. 
Mr. BROWN. I will state that I was 1 


present yesterday, and did not know what w 


the pending matter before the Senate. I sup- 
sed 1t was the local bill which has been ve! 
t morning. 
Mr. GRIMES. I would vote most freely wi 
the Senator from Mi surl to take up his lit In . 
reference to any local bill. 
Mr. BROWN. If my colleague will « 
1,,) t +} ( 
{ : ing to withdraw the motion for tl \ 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 
. . ( 
A me ce from the Hlouse of Representatives, 


y Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that , 


the Liouse of Re present 





\ (HI. R. No. 547) for the relief of Jean , 
M. Land: r, widow of IF. W. Land: rs deceased: | 

A bill (H.R. No. 571) for the relief of Jethi 
Bonney; 

A bill (HI. R. No. 624) to provide for the pay- | 


ment of the value of certain lands and impr 


ments of private citizens appropriated by 1 
United States for Indian reservations in the Tei 
ritory of Washington: and 

A bill (H.R. No. 713) for the relief of Hull 


W® Cozzens, ar d John Nay or & Co. 
REPRESENTATION IN ELECTORAL COLLEGE 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The hour of o 

o’clock having arrived, th: j 


of yesterday now comes uy 


tion ( Hl. R. No. 126 dec] 








entitled to representation i 
; before the Senate asin€ : 
t per ding que stion ben ry on the amendment 
the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. Ten Ey 
to strike out the word ** Louisiana’’ from 
pore thi I ° 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. President, the que 
on pending before the Senate will have no 
tical effect whatever in dispesing of the resu 
the presidential canvass. Whether the votes « 


j 


the States named in the preansble to this re 


tion are counted in or counted out or not counted 


' } 


all, the result is not to be changed. So far, 
therefore, as that question is concerned, this wl] 
discussion 1s perfectly immaterial. The action of 
the Senate one way or the other has nothing to 
do with the result. 

But the honorable Senator from Maryland [Mir. 
Jounson] says that now is the time to fix the law 
Which shall perhaps have effect on some futu 
presidential canvass. Why the necessity of act- 
Ing upon it now any more than atany time with 


the next four y' ars? There cannot be anothe 
presidential canvass until four years from last fa 
Why this haste, and why the necessity now « 
acting upon a matter which has no practical 1 
erence to the present canvas and can hav 

reference to any other canvass for at least f 


years to come. At any day of any sessior 

Congress from this time forward for four yea: 
we can just as well act on the question as we 
act on it now. 

My honorable friend from Ohio [Mr. Sner- 
MAN] Says that for the good order of the conven- 
tion when the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives meet together to canvass these votes, 
thinks some legislation is necessary, for he 
that in 1857 when the Senate of the United Stat 
under the pre sidency of Mason, of Virginia, 
into the House of Repre Ssentatives,some pt 
ings occurred there that were discreditable 
ridiculous, and that Mason, for some supp: I 
offense or other, undertook to take the Senate out 
of the joint convention and marched out at the 
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; : 1 ‘ { We have 
Ouio ever hear of any discredital proceedings was the military t ' so \ 


j 
Ss Sp 


oy 10 He Sanne a Wi th, dnp A iO, In 
on any other occasion than In 1857? Never. || election in Lo ina. Sir, | take 1 e with th ; : F 


i i su y ! - $ 
: : ; ; ; b yivania, | New York, a rowing out of . 
Hiave we no conhdence in ourselves; have we no upon the fact It is not true that the m ry au . \ 
as ; 7a ; : cart eXigencies Which have occurred since this rebel- 
confidence in the Senate of the United States and thorities controlied the ¢ tion. The election was : : ot nt h 
. ‘ . : . ; 10 Tan, pa iIngiawsauthorizines na oug 
the House of Representatives, that they can sit || fixed for the 22d day of I ruary, says General ; A om P FT tel @ - ; 
, ; ante , , in my of the United States, stull to take pas 
int convention and yet not be guilty of any || Banks. ; ; a ' . 
eaches of decorum or gentiemanly conaucts Mr. WADE W the Senator me who ' 1 of ine ! { 
: ‘ ved « their 3 of l iil Deca e 
\re we to suppose that now the Senate of the authorized e) n for a convention; who } ‘ \ : ; 
ae “—" . ‘ ° y } a el ain t Army yt rail the 8ac- 
{ ed States has Mason of \ irginia to pre le i ited at 


. , . . > y ny . ‘ > 5 t es WV i ul ! ‘ il au a thie coun. 
over it? We know whois the Presiding Offices Mr. DOOLITTLE. ¢ ! Bank ssued ; : 





PT LI EE SE I 


‘ . 4 
ry tha truggle. And, sir, | maintain that 
S ite, and we know the Senate; we kuow rrder notifying t fthe S if Loutsi hs Bat ° 
rT { ' } 3 . A . j c F ‘ ‘ ‘ il Wi i ; even if at 
House: d we have as much confidence In ina to hold an « ) lam s king of tha = . ; ; y 
; W Wwro did } all resulf in the 
them as was felt in any House, or in any Senate, election : : 
é P a est ad e, ' ere were only eight bhun- 
or in y Pre iding O ers of either of the twe \ W ALI | re t « \ a 
i dred who v d. Out 
odies fromthe beginning of the Government. 1 || a1 re : ; 53 
f elevel hou {ar irteen 
isn hh confic ce int t Presi 9 | t \ i | ny rea 
vote! a iy ’ » ‘ I \) boule it 
8) K order and decorum } he ro- 
“41 1) . = i ired and ¢ ey v i do y 1 
| havein yot tl bi iding O t \ DOOLITTLI I lag ‘ | j 
‘ two Elouses from the be ming of t fore Lf nit 2 


MO 8 A SR LN, INT, ET 





: : : ry ILHOTEL ‘These liel » Vv | 

» 4 I nasno power inl eg lve capa t} nk I \ ve 1 ‘ | vO ‘ vary it of liers 
( \ ( , as we wen wacting, tod ireinreia itl ig it 1 er c. ( \ 1 a id ind a Dal vated oi ai 
t to votes that have already been given, that t sr dlcileleec ae cz = tean Phey voted w perfect freedom, withoutany ve . 
those votes are nulland void Sir, the que Lion Is fe surrendered to CLV adi istration Of Lhe . ape ' e whites j , are nearly i 
not before us; the votesare not before u 5 and we a ot State e that the tiative nd persons et | the Army of ‘ 
ca otacton tho votestoratify ortoannulthem be ta ! ie f DY vel ri [ m Loui ta. line both 
Lhe vote were wiven by the electors ¢ the v- military com r | | l thelr Gens | 
( = es, Sealed up under the provisions of thie CIV iy) y to ¢ nthe ¢ ; 2 | ru S . 
Co on, and sent to the President of the Mr. POWELL. 1 sen r will wme, \ t 
_ te. tl t sunbroken,a lthereisno powet I would t to ‘ \ it 
that has el itto break them until he meetst Mi DOOLITTLI | A qe bear \ oI _ a copy ar 

int convention of the two House yy and then, Ing on th il t | ve no « mnie | t | tis W ' . brat ti \ is ol the Llouse of 
1 l cor tutional provist n, they are to be propose to ) ry , 1] : { 
opened in their presence, al {i say that it is usur- ject al d the Senator canreply when | ir rou ae - “ae 3 ‘nm ‘ 

n on the partof Congress to undertake to act Mr. POWELL. ‘I Senator has indicated |) , ol the Sih of Welesaer whe apie de cosmo 

upon tho votes which are sealed up from them, that the Senator f m U na > tor from t \ 
mud woaicn they have no power to look at, either Ix “KY W i x : . t , : £ Dee eu 





I ma In, too,sir, that itis a most dangerou eon ry ' ‘ ‘ ¥a ! e the lt v noe lNporled ele mn into the state of 
lent for Congress to u lert e to speak of au f onof vot Did , ime y I ou I W ! ! y ldiers oO} | 
vo Lye V lready n given declaring them ' ry orde to. 1 i of L . \ vel rthe authority of any military 
to be nulland void. tis le, as I said | ae cela Ter for yote | commander d into the State of Louisiana 
fore, t by me le wion in Ivar eof the ers fromt ) | y | WW ( Vv t ee ve ot L i ua and the ul- 
y y ios vo ( i mie mak pro- Mir. DOOLITTLI () t ( f L 1 who we \ ing Upon the 
\ iby nthi \ e¢ L have me doubts, tution of L | he rule pre- 1 of a ¢ \ Hh for eibise t ALi 
ho versin relation to t - but upon t t ques- . ing the q : ‘ ; e} on thie otn yi ion and nv tary 
i | not oceuny the ion of the Sen- ception, hat ; Lon awho had dhe 7 Lu Was a mere farce, fall to tl 
ate. | said yesterday | Idesired to say in reeard enlisted into th t Uni | eS Wwe | ether Phey are 1 tt 
to it bB i irs | | come now to the imme- permitted to vo i ( y v! » ft ‘ V . v 31 , oe mm CON ed y kedcerai 
diate question, th 0 pena r, the question o ilteration Ww , hot i ' of her S Ho I W Genet i t ys is trite, 
moves as anexception to the other States that are ana Who hadet ted he Army and were the orm ry, did not assume to exe oO muen 
mentioned in this resolution, serving in Lou , entitled vot bath ry Une p ORL: ere nin Lou 
And first of all, the interest which I feel in thi Mr. POWELL. |! the Senator’s aftentios 1 as they do in New You \Iassa husetts, 
que nis because, in my judgment, the resolu- to the fa t tG | tate t ' ' every one te in - vl where Federal 
t rot ie Senate upon this in lental que tion that they were required to take the ath 1 ‘ ‘ | \ wime to read trom 
eXpresses its oF ion upon the validity or the Iti- in the Pre uit ; é V roc I t ( De- i on 
va y of the constitution idopted by the people cember 8, 1863, and that of itself w ‘ ibing t ' 
of L tuisiana. Believir vg, as | do, that thatisa 1 qu fication of voters differe: fi } ope ee ; G pele z ee 
most Important question; believing, as I do, that serintion made by ( utio nd y f ' beh’ org : 
itis W y unnecessary for us now tn this in- Louisiana L ; 
cidental way to enter upon the discussion and Mr. DOOLITTLE. I will read what Genera We | know that the officers who were a 
decision of that que Ste ink itis unwtse to Bar ks ivs: nted [, i nau ler the control of one f 
ress his resoluuion at the pre ent moment, But, sol hye a » rela u : the DPD tr ( } Government, taku a 
y the question seems to be raised, and rentie- It wa xedto { I t mid, y did, in the flairs of Lou 
men express their opinion upon it; and Ip pose were: p uted, and ‘ e ' ay ina, ked rather with hostilitv than with fi 
to i the attention of the Senate to some points pies p tae pet ! 1 tl t ) t e re ni il ol t 
involved in it, aud to some of the facts bearing re\ nek peea es . State dt ! ion of its free cor j ’ 
on the validity of this pre sent constitution of ** hulever | | v Ww wna rdinely we find tha : 
Louisiana. And what are the facts? The Sen- » - batt . 5 . ‘ reg r Votem® stat that of ¢ hiind rid 
ator trom Kentucky [Mr. Power] declares that ane ee vo fs ; tw t ew lin I 
this election of the people of Louisiana was car- Sere fee i twenty-five % 


ried by military power, by military authority ' ; coe eal 
and is theresultof military dictation and military 5 . 5 F 2 mente 7 ‘ \ ‘ ‘ 

- 2 . aaa a iousand before thet elon begat State of Louisiana take j , »g ip 
despotism over the people of Louisiana. ‘Thi . 


Senator from Ohio [Mr. Wape] responds to this | mn ——_ Be : eae : 3 0 a a strypacgeaggcd A , oe 
with all his heart. He saysitisa mere military if persons. Piand Ww t sa citiz ‘ . aa ae , Ken : ; = : s 
dictation, a military election, and, more than all, Louisiana, had enlisted | wuited Stat ge 1 a G a 
he says itis a mis rable farce. “A provision me agers ; ee aa | eX , ae . eee 
Mr. President, we look upon a strange spec- ee a ee ting. It was understood t b Ban! ven fy 
tacie here when the two eXtremes in this body ied cena ri ; a se y ‘ ie 
come together in this way. One would suppose dence in the St \ ul rent tes and 
that Pilate and Herod had joined hands both to * While it would be per ast Chee A Citizen : t 
5 attack the Administration in its policy on this a oe a Lan a ied dace eda ekainen Dor f Ww that t was a command of 
J not be permitted ogaina i ew ecacting under these 


7 ; . 26) . ] 7 - : ’ wu + tr 
subject, and to see if they could crucily the free || orders, it was not thought to be just that a citizen who en some m ry olicer requiring a certain Cconstilu- 
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tion to be adopted or a certain course to be car- 


ried, when, of the very soldi under his com- 
mn nd, me were voting forand Ome againstit, 
voting indifferently, following their own inclina 
tions, without tiv miitest intimat mof anopin- 
jouorv ito yuilrol Line action of those men in 
shat § 
\ et tt ‘ te in the « of Febru 
j i ‘ t i 
tary 4 the larger im rity or entire military vote would 
in favor of another. 
* 
7 1 wh ‘ +} he > u , .  ¢ no 
fies shows that there w no concert am ’ 
the military commanders cf Lou na coming 
from the commander-in-chief of the department 


quiring votes to be given or a certain constitu- 
tion to be adopted. 
conspiracy, 


There was no concert, no 
no domination. It is alla false as- 
sumption, from beginning toend. [believe there 
is no man who knows General Banks that ques- 
tions nis word for truth and veracity, and his 
honor is a8 unimpeached and unimpeachable as 
that of any gentleman who sits on this floor. 
General. Banks SUySs: 


**f desire to state, in the most unqualified termes .thatr 
eflort whatever was made on the part of the i yuu 
thoriti to influence the eitizen ft Stat either in 
the selection of candidates or int 1 ototheers, and 
that the direct influence of the G nent of the United 
States was less in Louisiar thi in the elect ipl 
of any other State of the Un i, and that the officers repre 
senting the Government, both viland miltlarv, were di 
vided so far ast vent bnedorexp ‘ pions upon 
the question of candidat lupont poiey pursued in 
the organization of the government 

Here is his unqual fied declaration of a fact 
which he himself, the commander-in-chief of the 


department, 1 the only Hiving m 
knows; and upon his 


and as 


nwo ce rtainly 
word of honor as a man 
commander-in-chief of that department 
he avers that there was no influens 
to be exerci 


undertaken 
ed by the military authorities 


trol or to influence the di 


to con- 


termination of those 


elections. And yet my friend from Ohto {Mr. 
Wapt | says itis a farce; and the Senator from 
Kentucky [Mr. Power] joins with him, and 
says itis a military dictation and a military usure 
pation! Sir, am I too strong in my language when 
J say the extremes join hands together here in 
their war on the Administration and in their de- 


termination to crucify the free State of Louisiana 


asking for her representation on this floor and 
the floor of the other House? 
Now, Mr 


into these figures. 


le further 
to be blinded, 
by this kind of pa 
denunciation and declamation that we have heard 
on this subject. What arethe facts? When you 
come down to the fircures you find that the aver 
are vote in the State of Louisiana, for ten yea 
has been thirty-four thousand. ‘The highs st vote 
that was civenin ten yeat 


President, let us go a lit 
I donot propos 


nor led off the track lonate 


: 


s has been only fiftv-one 


thousand. Where are those voters now? Forty 
thousand have enlisted in the rebelarmies. The 
voting popule ation and the fighting population of a 
State run along together, almost part passu l 


refer now to the white population of that State. 
We know that our voting population in the free 
States and our fighting population are very nearly 
the same, Fifty-one thousand was the highest 
voting population of Loutsiana tn any clection in 
ten years, and forty thousand have enlisted in the 
rebelarmies. Undoubtedly three fourths of those 
are in their graves, and those that live are still in 
the rebel armies, for the conscription of the rebels, 
wherever the y have had the opportunity to do 
it, has been almost universal, taking eve ry able- 
bodied man in whole counties and townships and 
parishes into the army of the rebellion. If you 
deduct from fifiy-one thousand . 
which Louisiana has ever given in ten years, the 
forty thot#sand who have gone into the rebel 
armies, how many remain? Eleven thousand 
would remain, if their voting and fighting popu- 
lation were equal in numbers; and the vote shows 
that eleven thousand four handred and fourteen 
freely gave their votes at the election which oc- 
curred on the 22d day of Fe oreary , 1864. Does 
the Senator from Ohio stand up here denouncing 
this asa miserable sham, when a vote has been 
given equal to the difference between the rebel 
population enlisting into the rebel armies and the 
whole voting’ population of Louisiana during the 
last ten years? Sir, this kind of declamation will 


9 the highest vote 


not bear the test of examination when you come 


dowh to the truth and look into the facts and 
figures in this case. 


_THE CON 


Mr. HENDR IC KS 
mit me— 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. [hope the Senator will 

low me to finish my remarks Ld 


if he Senator wal per- 


, lo not desire 
al of time, and I prefer to go 
with what I havetosay; and then I will 


any question the Senate aesires. 
7 


to take up a great de 
through 


answet 

Mr. President, | do not assume that in allcases 
the voting populati n and the fighting popula- 
the same, but they run along nearly the 
same, and itis but fair to count the one as about 
equal to the other. But suppose there is a con- 

iderable difference. In my opinion, the vote 
of eleven thousand four hundred and fourteen 
which was given for this constitution, is two 
thirds, if not three fourths, of all the loyal men 
of Louisiana now alive and living within Louisi- 
ana. Gentlemen fail to consider the vast difference 
in the condition of these States where this war 
has been going on, as it has in Louisiana. We 
captured and took possession at an early day of 
about one third, | suppose, of the real territorial 
extent of the State of Louisiana; we captured 
and took possession of the rivers; and from the 
very conformation of Louisiana, it is upon the 
banks of the rivers that her good lands all lie, 
and when you go back from the rivers, you go 
into those interminable swamps 
where mencan hardly live atall; so that, although 
we do not cover the whole of the State of Louisi- 
ana by our military lines, we do cover and do 
hold by far the ereater poruon in value and the 
greater portion which is capable of being culti- 
vated and inhabited asa State. 

Mr. President, | was observing that men seem 
to forget the terrible destruction of the population 
in these States, both black and white, caused by 

iewar. have no doul tthatif youe ould at this 
day take the ‘both the | living and the 
dead, it would be found thatone half of the whoie 
population of Louisiana, white and black, 1s be- 
neath the sod, growing out of the terrible convul- 

ons which this war has produced and tl 
rible sacrifices and sufferings and deaths that have 
followed in its train. General Banks estimates 

at very nearly the figure. He says the 
whole population of Louisiana now existing does 
not exceed four hundred and fifty thousand, al- 
though in the beginning of this contest it was be- 


Lion are 


morasses and 


census of 


he ter- 


> same 


tween seven and eight hundred thousand. Not 
only have the white men who were the voters in 
Louisiana enlisted in the rebel armies to the 
amountofthirty thousand, but multitudes of those 


who were subject to do so have fled from Louisi- 
ana and have gone abroad to Europe; the y have 
left the State; they are not there; they perhaps 

Butef the loyal pe ople 

living two thirds, three fourths, I believe, 
took part in the election on the adopuon of this 
constitution, 

‘The Senator from Ohio, in the course of his re- 
marks, undertook to denounce in very strong 
terms the policy y adopted or suggested by the 
President of the United States in his message as 
the policy upon which he would attempt the re- 
organization of civil government and civil insti- 
tutions in the States where the insurrection had 
prevailed. ‘There has been so much said about 
it, and so much misrepresentation also, that | de- 
sire for a few brief moments to call the attention 
of the Senate to that proposition. 

Every person knows that there must be some 
form of government in these States. If, with 
our armies, we enter Into a State ore ountry yand 
take possession of it by-military power, some 
form of government must be established—mili- 
tary, of course, in the first instance. The civil 
government is displaced, so to speak, by military 
power. In the midst of arms the laws are silent, 
is the old expression of the Romans, inter arma 
silent leges. When the people of a district be- 
come so far obedient to their obligations of loyalty 


villnever be there again. 


now 


to the Government which thus assumes, by mill- 
tary power, to put down an insurrection, an at- 
tempt may be made to surrender the military 
power and establish a civil administration by the 
people themselves. For a time the form of gove 
ernment may be, to a ceptain extent, a mixed 
form, both of civil and milit: iry power, each lean- 
ing upon the other. As the thing progresses and 
grows 
more and more withdrawn, and still greater 
power and authority given to the civil adminis- 
tratiunand the civil officers of the Government. 


sull further, the military power may be | 
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Now, sir, what is the iil state we the case 
in relation to Louisiana? When we first cap- 
tured New Orleans, and by our forces took pos- 
session of the rivers and the lands adjoining, 
there could be no govergment but that of a mili. 
tary character. But afier an experience of one, 
two, or three years, the people there became so 
well satisfied of the great mistake of going into 
rebellion against the Government of the United 
States and of the necessity of submitting to its 
authority and its jurisdic tion, that they began to 
come back to their allegiance to this Government, 
and were willing to joinin the organization of the 
civil government of the State, and resume their 
relations to the Government of the United States, 
Accordingly we find that when asked to do so 
eleven thousand four hundredand fourteen of the 
loyal citizens of that State joined in the organi- 
zation of a new constitution, which was submit- 
ted tothe people, adopted by them, and a Legisla- 
ture and other officers chosen by virtue of it, and 
the whole machinery of civil government putinto 
full operation in that State. By virtue of the au- 
thority of that constitution, they now have their 
own government, their own Legislature, they are 
making municipal laws and regulations for them- 
Their courts are sitting every day in 
judgment upon the rights of individuals. Under 
the authority of this new constitution all the re- 
lations of life are now being regulated. Under 
the authority of this new constitution, I tell my 
friend from Ohio that nearly ninety thousand 
slaves, who were not reached by the emane!pa- 
tion proclamation, have had their fetters knocked 
from their limbsand freedom giventothem. Yes, 
sir, freedom has been given to ninety thousand 
slaves by this very constitution whic h he would 
undertake to trample under his feet as a military 
usurpation end as a miserable farce. Can he 
stand up in the face of this country, when Lou- 
isiana presents herself in this attitude as a free 
Siate, knocking off the chains from ninety thou- 
sand of her slaves whom the emancipation proc- 
lamation did not reach, (for they were excepted,) 
and deny to free Louisiana her rights of repre- 
sentation here, and her right to be heard as one 
of the free States of this Union in voting upon 
the very constitutional amendment which we have 
submitted to the States for their ratification? 

Mr. WADE. Does the Senator—— 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. 1 shall soon be through, 
and | will then hear the gentleman from Ohio at 
length, G 

Mr. WADE. WN», you will not. 2 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Well, I will hear him, 
then, very briefly. 

Mr. WADE. 

{ Laughter. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. 
ter yet. 

Mr. President, I can very well understand why 
the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Powe t] is 


selves. 


You will not hear him at all, 


That perhaps will be bet- 


opposed to recognizing this free constitution of 


Louisiana, which sets free almost ninety thou- 
sand slaves; but I did not expect that the Sena- 
tor from Ohio would object to it for that reason, 
among others. I expected that the Senator from 
Ohio, and the friends of freedom on this floor, 
would take the free States by the hand, one after 
another, as they presented themselves here, and 
welcome them into the family of free States. I 
did not expect opposition from the Senator from 
Ohio as I did from the Senator from Kentucky. 
He could consistently oppose it; for he is op- 
posed to emancipation, opposed to the adoption 


| of the free constitution of Louisiana, opposed to 


allowing Louisiana to vote on the constitutional 
amendment which we have just submitted to the 
States, and whose vote may be necessary to its 
ratification. Itrequires,as Lam informed, twenty- 
seven votes, or the votes of twenty-seven Legis- 
latures of the different States, in order to ratify 
the constituuional amendment; and by no cipher- 
ing of mine can I see how they are to be obtained 
unless you allow the Legislature of the free State 


| of Louisiana to express her voice on the subject. 


Is the Senator from Ohio prepared to prevent aes 
Go tell it to the free people of this country tha 

upon the floor of the Senate the Senator from Ohio, 
who has been looked upon as the champion of free- 
dom, is now taking position side by side with the 
Senator from Kentucky to denounce asa military 
usurpation and as a miserable farce the adoption 
of a free constitution by the people of Louisiana. 
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